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Section 1 – Court and Parliament 

Elizabeth was not expected to become queen. She was the middle of Henry VIII’s three surviving 

children and both her younger brother and Elder sister were ahead of her in the line of succession 

 

 

 

 

 

In June 1215 John and the Barons met and the Magna Carta or Great Charter was agreed. List three 

things that John Agreed to 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Magna Carta was one of the most significant documents in English History. 

 

 

 

 

1. Who was Elizabeth’s younger brother? 

 

 

 

2. Who was Elizabeth’s elder sister and what was her nickname? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What relation was Mary Queen of Scots of Elizabeth? 
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Elizabeth was only 25 when she became queen and needed to establish her power quickly. She could 

not do as she wanted though as the government had a clear system of advisors and important jobs 

Complete the diagram by saying who was in each group, what they did and how they helped ran 

England 

                                      

  

Queen

Privy Council

Lords 
Lieutenant

Justices of the 
Peace (JP)

Parliament

Court
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Importance Summary 

Importance 

Privy Council  
 
 
 

Court  
 
 
 

Parliament  
 
 
 

Lords 
Lieutenant 

 
 
 
 

Justices of the 
Peace 

 
 
 
 

 

Section 2 The Difficulties of Being a Female Ruler 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth's 
Problems

Money

Succession

Marriage

Religion
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Marriage Question 

Arguments For Marriage Arguments Against Marriage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Suitors 

Name Who was he Why shouldn’t Elizabeth Marry Him 

Philip II of 
Spain 
 
 
 

  

Francis 
Duke of 
Alencon 
 
 

  

Robert 
Dudley Earl 
of Leicester 
 
 

  

William of 
Orange 
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Relationship with Parliament 

1. Who was in Parliament? 

 

 

2. What was Parliament’s job? 

 

 

3. How did it help Elizabeth to run the country? 

 

 

4. List ways Elizabeth could control parliament?  

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Elizabeth having Power over 
Parliament 

Examples of Parliament having Power over 
Elizabeth 
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Importance Summary 

Elizabeth’s Problems 

Marriage  
 
 
 

Relationship 
with 
Parliament 

 
 
 
 

Succession  
 
 
 

Religion  
 
 
 

 

Section 3: Religion and Rebellions 

By 1558 England had undergone many years of dramatic religious change. The country had swung 

between Catholic and Protestant with each new monarch and Elizabeth wanted to bring calm and 

stability 

Catholic Beliefs Elizabeth’s Church Protestant Beliefs 
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Why did the Rebellions Fail? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importance Summary 

Importance 

Northern 
Rebellion 

 
 
 
 

Ridolfi Plot  
 
 
 

Babington Plot  
 
 
 

Essex 
Rebellion 

 
 
 
 

Why did 
Plots 
Fail?

Spies

Elizabeth's 
Skill

Punishment
Unconvincing 
Alternatives

Religious 
Settlement
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The Catholic Threat 

Mary Queen of Scots 

Who was Mary Queen of Scots? 

 

 

When and why did she come to England? – How did Elizabeth treat her? 

 

 

 

Why was Mary Queen of Scots a threat to Elizabeth? 

 

 

 

Why was Mary Queen of Scots executed? 

 

 

 

Why was the execution important? 

 

 

 

The Jesuits 

Who were the Jesuits? 

 

 

 

Who were the key Jesuits in England? 

 

 

Why were they seen as a threat? 
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Treatment of Catholics 

Date and 
Event 

What Happened How are Catholics 
being treated 

1571 
Recusancy 
fines for 
Catholics 

  

1571 
The Treason 
Act passed. 

  

1581 
Execution of 
Edmund 
Campion 

  

1581 
Recusancy 
fines 
increased 

  

1585 
Law against 
Jesuits and 
Catholic 
Priests 

  

1593 
Statute of 
Confinement. 
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The Puritan Threat 

 

 

 

 

 

Event What Happened 

1572 – Closure of 
Printers 

 

1576 – Puritan MPs 
silenced 
 

 

1577 – Suspension 
of Archbishop 
Grindal 

 

1580 – Arrest of 
Robert Browne 

 

1583 – Archbishop 
John Whitgift’s 
oath 

 

1584 –Court of 
High Commission 
set up 

 

1592 – Execution of 
Barrow and 
Greenwood 

 

1593 – Law against 
Separatist Churches 
 

 

Puritans

Beliefs

What they 
did

Important 
Puritans

Why they 
were a 
threat
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Section 4 Historic Environment and War with Spain 

In the summer of 1588 tensions between England and Spain broke out into open warfare and Spain 

launched the Armada to invade England – Why did the war break out? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War 
with 
Spain

Religion

Money

PiracyPride

Events in 
the 

Netherlands
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The Armada – Chronology – What happened on each key date 

 

29 July 
1588 

 
 
 
 

31 July 
1588 

 
 
 
 

3 August 
1588 

 
 
 
 

6-7 August 
1588 

 
 
 
 

8 August 
1588 

 
 
 
 

9 August 
1588 

 
 
 
 

11 August 
1588 

 
 
 
 

September 
1588 
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Why was the Armada Defeated? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defeat 
of 

Armada

Technology

Tactics

LeadershipLuck

Planning
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Impact of the Armada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact 
of 

Armada

Prestige

Empire 
and Naval 

Power

War with 
Spain

Security

Religious 
results
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Armada Essay Plans - Use precise examples from the battle 
P

o
in

t 
P

LA
N

N
IN

G
 

Ev
id

en
ce

 a
n

d
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 

Ex
p

la
in

 

P
o

in
t 

 
LE

A
D

ER
SH

IP
 

Ev
id

en
ce

 a
n

d
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 

Ex
p

la
in

 

P
o

in
t 

TE
C

H
N

O
LO

G
Y

 

Ev
id

en
ce

 a
n

d
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 

Ex
p

la
in

 

P
o

in
t 

 
TA

C
TI

C
S 

Ev
id

en
ce

 a
n

d
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 

Ex
p

la
in

 

P
o

in
t 

LU
C

K
 

Ev
id

en
ce

 a
n

d
 E

xa
m

p
le

s 

Ex
p

la
in

 



18 
 

Impact of the Armada Essay Plan 
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Section 5: Exploration 

Elizabeth’s reign is known as an age of discovery as sailors like Francis Drake, Walter Raleigh and 

John Hawkins helped increase England’s wealth and power with their voyages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explorer Where did he go and what did he do? 

Francis 
Drake 

 
 
 
 
 

Walter 
Raleigh 

 
 
 
 
 

John 
Hawkins 

 
 
 
 
 

Reasons For 
Exploration

Treasure

AdventureTrade
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Impact of the voyages of Exploration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feature Importance 

Hawkins 
voyages 
 

 

Raleigh’s 
American 
colonies 

 

Drake’s round 
the world 
voyage 

 

New goods 
 
 

 

Privateering 
and piracy 
 

 

 

  

Impact of 
Exploration

Trade

Empire 
and Naval 

Power

Slave 
Trade

Wealth
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Section 6: Life in Elizabethan England 

Elizabethan England is often seen as a “Golden Age” where arts and culture flourished, but it was 

also highly structured where everyone had their key roles in the Great Chain of Being. Annotate the 

diagram with each group’s characteristics and role in society 

 

 

 

Why did the Gentry class become richer and more important in the reign of Elizabeth? 

 

 

 

 

How did the Gentry class show their new wealth and status? 

  

Nobility 

Gentry  

 

Peasants 

Monarch 
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Social Change in Elizabethan England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Theatre: 

Elizabethan England is famous for the growth of the theatre. Playwrights like William Shakespeare 

and Christopher Marlowe were active and new theatres like the Globe grew in London. Both rich and 

poor attended performances but some opposed it. 

Opponent of Theatre Reasons for Opposition 

Puritans 
 
 
 
 

 

London Authorities 
 
 
 
 

 

Social 
Change

Fashion

The GentryArchitecure
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Why did the theatre become popular? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List Five Key aspects of a day at the theatre 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

Popularity 
of Theatre

Public

Playwrights

Law

Patronage
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Poverty 

For many at the bottom of Elizabethan society life was hard. Those without work were known as 

paupers and relied on Charity to survive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deserving Poor The Undeserving Poor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reasons 
for 

Poverty

Actions of 
previous 

Monarchs

Population

Unemployment

Changes in 
farming
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Elizabethan Policy towards the Poor 

Action What it did? 

1569. Ipswich set up a 
system to deal with 
Poverty 
 
 

 

1570. Norwich set up 
a system to deal with 
Poverty 
 
 

 

1572. Vagabonds Act 
passed. 
 
 
 

 

1576. Act for Setting 
the Poor on Work 
passed 
 
 

 

 

In 1601 Elizabeth passed the Poor Law. It was the first National Law to deal with the issue of 

Poverty 

What did the Poor Law Do? How Effective was the poor 
Law? 

Why is the 1601 Poor Law 
important? 
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Was Elizabethan England a Golden Age? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arguments For a Golden Age Arguments against a Golden Age 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Achievements

Literature 
and Theatre

Education

Architecture 
and design

Science and 
Technology

Exploration

Power and 
Pride
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Key Words Glossary – Define Each Word 

Allegiance  

Almshouse  

Anglican  

Aristocracy  

Armada  

Astrolabe  

Bailiff  

Census  

Circumnavigate  

Colony  

Commodity  

Coronation  

Counter-reformation  

Deserving-Poor  

Diocese  

Duty (Tax)  

Effigy  

Excommunicate  

Flogged  

Gentry  

Iconoclasm  

Inherit  

Legitimate  

Mass  

Militia  

Missionary  

Monopoly  

Nobility  

Pamphlet  

Papal bull  

Patron  

Poor Laws  

Pope  

Privateer  

Privy council  

Recusancy/Recusant  

Renaissance  

Royal court  

Ruff   

Separatist  

Stocks  

Treason  

Undeserving Poor  

Vagrant  
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Practice Questions. 

Question 1 – All worth 8 Marks 

 

How convincing is interpretation A about the Elizabethan “Golden Age”? Explain your answer based 

on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 

 

How convincing is interpretation A about the success of the 1601 Poor Law? Explain your answer 

based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 



29 
 

 

How convincing is interpretation A about Elizabeth’s decision not to marry? Explain your answer 

based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 

 

How convincing is interpretation A about exploration in the Elizabethan period? Explain your answer 

based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 

 

How convincing is interpretation A about the aims of the Jesuits in England? Explain your answer 

based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 
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How convincing is interpretation A about Mary, Queen of Scots? Explain your answer based on your 

contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 

 

How convincing is interpretation C about the threat posed by the puritans during the reign of 

Elizabeth I? Explain your answer based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in 

Interpretation C. 

How convincing is Interpretation A about the motives for Drake’s round the world voyage. Explain 

your answer based on your contextual knowledge and what it says in Interpretation A. 

Interpretation A. An interpretation that questions the motives for Drake’s round the world voyage.  

Adapted from an article by David Cressy, in ‘History Today’, 1981. 

Was the real and secret purpose of Drake’s voyage to raid the wealth of Spain as an authorised 

privateer, or was he sent to discover new lands and set up British colonies in the New World? Was 

it simply a trading voyage with the aim of finding a new and profitable route to the spices of the 

East and done in secret to protect any commercial gains? Probably there was a mixture of 

motives, with much left to chance. 
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Question 2. – All Worth 8 Marks 

Explain what was important about the rebellion of the Earl of Essex for Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about the problem of poverty in Elizabethan England.   

Explain what was important about the rise in poverty during Elizabeth’s reign.  

Explain what was important about the question of Elizabeth’s marriage during her reign.  

Explain what was important about the Privy Council in Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about Elizabeth’s decision regarding her marriage.  

Explain what was important about exploration and trade in Asia for Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about voyages of discovery in the reign of Elizabeth I.  

Explain what was important about the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots for Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about the Navy for Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about the rise of the Gentry in Elizabethan England.  

Explain what was important about the problem of recusancy in Elizabethan England.  

Question 3 – All Worth 8 Marks 

Write an account of the ways in which Queen Elizabeth dealt with the challenge of Puritanism.   

Write an account of the ways in which the Northern Rebellion affected Elizabethan England.   

Write an account of the ways in which relations with Spain deteriorated during Elizabeth’s reign.  

Write an account of how Elizabeth dealt with opposition to her religious settlement.   

Write an account of the problems Elizabeth faced in the first ten years of her reign?   

Write an account of the career of the Earl of Essex.   

Write an account of a rebellion you have studied that took place in Elizabeth’s reign.   

Write an account of the ways in which Elizabeth’s reign could be seen as a ‘golden age’.   

Write an account of the different ways in which towns and cities dealt with poverty in Elizabethan 

England.    

Write an account of how the Poor Law system changed under Queen Elizabeth I.   

Write an account of Elizabeth’s changing policy towards Catholics.   

Write an account of the Catholic threat to Elizabeth.   

Write an account of Puritanism during the reign of Elizabeth I.   

Write an account of the impact of Mary Queen of Scots on England after 1568.   

Write an account of the why Philip II sent the Armada to England in 1588.   

Write an account of the impact of Catholic missions to Elizabethan England.  


