This book covers a very significant 21-year period in modern
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The aims of Clemenceau, sursngarocrorvar Loyt | ([

Wilson alnd LlOYd George Sveakge ey wartbed v keap Paris Peace Conference the ‘Big Three’ idealist

Germany quite strong so . o
ISR N " League of Nations  self-determination

The First World War devastated Europe.ﬁrﬁuhdﬁn;f[lljgp with it, and to stop other

soldiers and a further 8 million civilians lay dead. Whole 1 countries in Europe from Woodrow Wilson, President
towns had been flattened, farms destroyed and railways P Recall the key politicians at the becoming too powerful. : of the USA

blown up. The world would never be the same'again. So Paris Peace Conference. k The British Empire was also During the war no fighting took place
when the leaders of the winning countries met to decide B Explain what each of the ‘Big Three’ lanr; ;ﬂ;@og?ﬂ; S%Zf)ffe - ﬁqﬂoﬁ\;nesr;?; ﬁigéf*gﬂnifjgf@d:”';zﬁg
Ul cne ey had afiuge task wanted o acnEe. determ,ined toy gain Gegrman moetb:‘\meri?ans dpidn’t see the neec‘d for

in front of them. They could try to build a better and more

: P> Analyse the motives of the ‘Big E colonies if he got the revenge. Like Lloyd George, Wilson was
peaceful world, or they could seek revenge. So how did the Three’ in order to explain theiraims. | opportunity. And to make concerned that being too strict with the
discussions go? And what did the politicians really want EEE———— sure that the Empire was Germans would lead to another war. He
from the peace talks? safe, he needed to was also an idealist; many people said

keep the British navy that he was a dreamer who wasn't very practical. He wanted a
. powerful. He saw the peace future where everyone would be treated fairly. He suggested that
The Paris Peace Conference The ‘Big Three' clearly had different ideas talks as a good opportunity aworld parliament called the League of Nations was set up, where
In January 1919, representatives from 32 winning countries met in of what should happen at the peace to reduce the German navy countries could work and trade together so that war was less
the Palace of Versailles in Paris for what became known as the Paris talks. to stop it from rivalling likely. He also believed in self-determination, allowing countries
Peace Conference. The discussions were led by the leaders of the most Write a brief summary of what each Britain's. the freedom to rule themselves. Another of his ideas was freedom

of the seas’, which meant that everyone could sail trading ships
wherever they wanted. In fact, he had many ideas for a better
world — and these are known as the Fourteen Foints.

powerful victorious countries: Britain, France and the USA. The leaders of
these countries were David Lloyd George, Prime Minister of Great Britain,
Georges Clemenceau, Prime Minister of France and Woodrow Wilson,

of the ‘Big Three’ wanted. Be prepared
to compare and contrast with what
actually happened when you learn about

president of the USA. Collectively, they were known as the ‘Big Three’. this later.

Greorges Clemencean, Prime David Liloyd George, 1 Match each of the ‘Big Three’ to the country that 2 a Which of the ‘Big Three’ wanted to punish
Minister of France Prime Minister of he led: Germany the most? Why?
Much of the fighting that took place Britain Georges Clemenceau Bvitain b Which of the ‘Big Three’ wanted to punish
during the war was in France, particularly Lloyd Woodrow Wilson France Germany the least? Why?
the north-east, and the Germans George David Lloyd George the USA 4
destroyed many mines, railways, was ; . o ;
factories, bridges and farmland, The elected by 3 Copy out the table and complete it to explain why the ‘Big Three’ argued:
French also suffered the most deaths. the British Aim Who would disagree? Why?
Many French people wanted revenge and public Wilson wanted ‘freedom of the seas’.

put Clemenceau under a lot of pressure to make it happen. big?ﬂ?::;e Clemenceau wanted revenge. He wanted to destroy Germany.

Elemisrivesi et cripple Germany to make sure that EO Make lélogt?i G::';arge wanted to strip Germany of its colonies to make the British

it was never powerful enough to attack France again. He also Germany i

wanted to have its armed forces dramatically reduced and pay’. Many young British men 4 Can you think of any other reasons the ‘Big Three’ disagreed? Add extra

Gertnany's border to be pushed back to the Rhine in Eastern died in the trenches and many \__ rows to your table so that you can write in your own ideas. 2

people of Britain wanted
revenge. However, Lloyd George
was more cautious than

Germany, taking away its defences and making France less
vulnerable to attack.

Clemenceau needed money to help rebuild France and thought Clemenceau. He was concerned Write an account of how the This is an example of a question asking you to explain the consequences of

Germany should have to pay compensation for the damage. He that if Germany was treated Versailles peace settlement something. To tackle it, try to explain how the war influenced Clemenceau at

was willing to compromise with the other leaders, but prepared Yoo harshly it could lead to was affected by the fact that the peace conference. Aim to explain a range of reasons, not just one. Try to

to fight for what his people wanted. Germans wanting revenge and the war was mainly fought in refer back to the question: ‘this affected the peace settlement because... and
France. to link the different parts of your answer together.




When the ‘Big Three’ met at the Paris Peace
Conference they all brought different ideas

and views with them, having had different
experiences of the war. Each man had to balance
what they personally felt was morally and
politically right, but they also had to ensure that
they pleased the voters back home. With such
contrasting aims and opinions, it was never
going to be easy for the ‘Big Three’! And these
weren't the only problems that they faced...

Armistice

When Germany and its allies first surrendered they had
agreed to sign an armistice. This is the agreement that
countries at war make to stop fighting immediately.
Politicians then meet to agree a final peace treaty. The
armistice at the end of the First World War included
Germany agreeing to pay reparations, giving the
Alsace-Lorraine region back to France and moving its
army out of the Rhineland.

Clemenceau used the fact that Germany had agreed
to these principles in the armistice to argue that they
should also appear in the final treaty.

v m The armistice was signed in a train carriage
in a clearing in some woods just north of Paris. Here General

Foch of France accepts Germany’s surrender
L —

Why were the ‘Big' Three’
willing' to compromise when
they disagreed on so much?

Ohjectives

P> Describe why it was difficult for the ‘Big
Three’ to agree at the Paris Peace Conference.

P Explain why there were so many arguments.

P> Analyse why Clemenceau and Lloyd George
did not agree to many of Wilson's Fourteen

Points.

Prior agreements

During the war the Allies (Britain, France and the USA)
had made lots of promises to different countries in return
for their support. At the end of the war these countries
wanted to claim what they saw as being rightfully theirs,
but this created something else for the ‘Big Three' to
argue over, For example, Italy had been promised land
from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and Japan had been
told that their claims on land in China would be supported.

Conflicts of interest

As you know, the ‘Big Three' wanted very different things
from the treaties signed with the losing countries. This
made it very difficult for them to agree. Clemenceau
wanted revenge for the destruction and death that
France had suffered when it had been invaded; Wilson
wanted a treaty that would build a fairer world [he even
proposed the Fourteen Points, which was a list of rules
that aimed to create fairness and peace]; and Lloyd
George was concerned what effect a harsh treaty would
have, but was also under pressure from the British to
make Germany pay. During the British general election
of 1918 one MP, Eric Campbell Geddes, had promised ‘We
shall squeeze the German lemon until the pips squeak’,
and this had become one of the main slogans of the
election.

Time constraints

The ‘Big Three’ met in Versailles in January 1919. The
Treaty of Versailles was signed in June, but the conference
lasted 12 months, which may sound like a long time, but

in this time these men had to decide the fates of Germany and its allies. There
were diplomats from 32 countries at the conference. They discussed each
point in great detail, but were pressured to come to a decision quickly by the
victorious countries who were keen to be given reparations so that they could
start rebuilding their economies, towns and lives. As such, it could be argued
that the discussions of the ‘Big Three’ were hurried.

A changing Europe

Since the start of the war Europe had changed considerably and the politics
and economies of many countries had become very unstable. Austria-
Hungary had owned a huge empire in Eastern Europe before the war, but
now countries were breaking away and declaring independence. In Russia, a
revolution had broken out in 1917, The Tsar (Russian Emperor] and his family
had been assassinated and a new political group — the Communists — had
taken over. This group believed that all wealth and land should be shared
equally, and all towns and cities should be run by elected councils.

Europe lay in tatters and people feared that poverty caused by the war, along
with instability in the way countries were governed, could easily lead to more
trouble. The ‘Big Three’ needed to agree their treaties as quickly as possible.

Freedom S Naval

Lioyd George

Germany's S A strong Germany
armament to act as a buffer
against Communism

of the seas Supremacy

-
/ [ wilson ]

Revenge VS

The British
Empire

1 What did Germany agree to in the armistice?

Self-determination VS

Idealism

2 Why did the ‘Big Three’ have to agree as quickly as possible?

3 Why do you think the ‘Big Three’ disagreed about giving land to Italy
and Japan?

4 Why was it difficult for the ‘Big Three’ to reach a compromise?

5 Imagine that the ‘Big Three' are appearing on a talk show. Write a script

in which the presenter asks about some of the Fourteen Points and the
‘Big Three’ each explain why they like or dislike each point.

= g

armistice treaty reparations
Rhineland  Allies

Fourteen Points

Communists

empire Tsar
disarmament

Clemenceau

Some of Wilson's
Fourteen Points:
No secret treaties

Ships of all nations have the
right to sail the seas without
interference

Disarmament

Alsace-Lorraine returned to
France

Self-determination in the
Austrio-Hungarian and Ottoman
(Turkish] empires

Independence to be given
to Romania, Serbia and
Montenegro

An independent Polish state to be
created, with access to the sea

The League of Nations to be
formed — a group of countries
who would work together to
encourage trade and peace ¢

Lioyd George

Huge A stable Germany for
reparations Britain to trade with

In 1919 Wilson was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize for his role in
the Paris Peace Conference.




What were the terms of the - _‘ Ckagfors, . L

= Anschluss [union) Tha
Treaty Of versa,llleS? !; between ['Sermang League of Diktat clause demilitarise Anschluss
et and Austria was Nations League of Nations ~ conscriptions mandates
¥ s e forbidden. was formed, but
On 28 June 1919, it was finally announced that the ‘Big Three’ o‘bjecti‘res \ Germany was not \
had reached an agreement at the Paris Peace Conference. La”OWEd to join. The German army was limited to 100,000
The meetings had taken place in the Palace of Versailles, just P~ Explain what Germany lost men, and conscription was not allowed.
outside Paris, so the agreement with Germany was to be called in the terms of the Treaty of ( b o
the Treaty of Versailles. Germany had not been allowed to go Versailles. -
to the peace talks and called the treaty a ‘Diktat’, or dictated p Consider how the treaty Germany was not f =4 Germany was split
peace; they were devastated by the way they were treated. How affected Germany. allowed tanks, g in two by the Polish
was Germany affected? L L i sgbmarlnes oran Corridor, a strip of
air force. land that was given
to Poland to allow
Build-up to the sigming ) g :Zihmetsoe}:\/e aecess
By June 1919, the discussions about what The German navy was limited to § L
to do with Germany were over and the 15,000 men, 1500 officers and . ,
German government was informed of the | only 6 battleships; the size and i Treaty of J-( /
terms. The Treaty aimed to punish Germany, number of other ships was also :
to prevent them attacking France again by limited. Versailles
weakening them, and to give the winning Danzig was taken from
countries compensation so that they : Germany and made a free city | 1 Summarise the terms
could rebuild. Germany was told that the d G ' under League of Nations control. in the diagram and then
Allies would resume the war if the German Article 231 of the Treaty was the war guilt L colour-code them to show
gavernment refused to agree to the terms. clause: Germany and their allies had to take \ what Germany lostin
Eventually, the Germans sent a telegram full responsibility for starting thewar;this | | |  —— S ) | each term: pride, territory
confirming that a number of German was the term that Germany hated the most. ] ~\ (land], money, or military
politicians would arrive shortly to sign the \ J o J [ The Saar was an i strength. Remember,.
treaty. On 28 June 1919 the peace treaty . e A > Germany’s | important industrial ’ some of the terms might
was signed. Look through the terms in the ( ) s eolonies part of Germany; need to be more than one
diagram carefully. The Rhineland, a strip of land on the barder v . 3 A‘T_m in Africa there were many colour. &
between Germany and France, was to be | soumaesr |~ 1’ were " coal mines in this | | 2 Whydoyou think the
demilitarised; this meant that Germany could ' = ~ ' givenas | area; it was put | Germans hated Article
v m The Treaty of Versailles, signed by . not put an army or defences in this area. | malndates to the Lea.gu-e of Nations, | under the control 231 the most?
leaders including Wilson and Lioyd George which meant that Britain and France — ofthe League of 3 Why do you think Article
controlled them. Nations for 15 years. 232, reparations, came
7 w \ < |\ A after the war guilt clause?
Article 232: Germany was blamed for —_—l — : >
the war and had to pay reparations to J { . ; ] : . )
the witihers; ifi 1921, , _ ; s Germany lost 10 per cent of its land, including: Aléace Lorrgme, which
the figure was agreed ra.ctice Questlon | wasreturned to France; Eupen and Malmedy, which was given to
S — i s st PB600 il it LBelgium; and North Schleswig, which was given to Denmark.
was ectimsted this ‘Territorial losses were the ~
fhos would take until 1988 worst punishment faced by
i s to pay back! Germany in the Treaty of
\. Versailles." How far do you In this kind of question you need to explain not just how the loss of territory

agree with this statement?

SPaG: 4 marks
f

affected Germany but how other losses affected the country too. You could
consider the military restrictions, economic sanctions and/or how the Treaty
affected Germany.




What was the reaction to the
Treaty of Versailles?

The Treaty of Versailles was signed. It became -
international law. However, almost immediately those
who had signed it began to regret some of the terms, and
Germany was outraged by the harsh blow it had been
dealt. How sensible were the terms of the Treaty at the B Analyse political cartoons about the
time it was signed and how have historians’ opinions Treaty.
about the Treaty changed over time? e

Obhjectives

P> Explain how different countries felt
after the Treaty of Versailles was signed.

» ELILEAA A British cartoon from 1919. The

cartoon was produced by the British Empire Union, a
group that tried to encourage people to buy goods from
Britain or the Empire

L BRITISH EMPIRE UNION

ONCE A GERMAN AI.\VAYS A Gl-‘.RMANI

v m From the German newspaper, Deutsche Zeitung, 19139:

We will never stop until we win back what we deserve.

Germany and the settlement

Germany had arguably been the strongest country in Europe prior
to the First World War. If Europe was going to function again, the
‘German problem’ had to be settled. The country was in turmoil:
the Kaiser had fled to Holland and different political parties

were arguing with each other. To make matters worse, people
were furious about the Treaty of Versailles and how it had, they
perceived, left Germany in financial ruin.

Many historians have agreed that the Treaty of Versailles affected
Germany for the next two decades and that it ultimately gave
Hitler the excuse to invade other countries to reclaim what had
been unfairly taken from Germany. During the 1920s and 1930s
the attitude towards Versailles was, largely, that it had been unjust
and that Germany was right to hate it so much.

v A British newspaper cartoon about the Treaty of
Versailles, 1919. The Big Four (Clemenceau, Lloyd George, Wilson

and Orlando of Italy] are holding the spaon. On the box it says ‘Big
Four Pills worth millions a box’

[ YOUVE. GOT TOQ -
; SWALLOW 1T WHETHER
YOU LIKE 1T OR NOT L

lg;y% mm%ﬂﬂﬂ: "orler Mlii

!RHBHIH’PI]!E‘NION MSIRHD.LONDM.‘\ICJ

v mm Lenin, the leader of Communist

Russia, on the Treaty of Versailles in 1920:

This is no peace, but terms dictated to a
defenceless victim by armed robbers.

Looking' back

At the end of the Second World War, as the Allies
once more met to decide Germany'’s fate in
another peace treaty, opinions about the Treaty
of Versailles started to change. Historians argued
that the terms weren't unreasonable at all: the
Germans had rebuilt their country and economy
so that they were, again, one of the richest, most
powerful countries in Europe by 1929. However,
this view was obviously influenced by events that
happened some time after the Treaty was signed.

v B A British cartoon from 19 February

1919; the man on the floor represents Germany

= Rl
GIVING HIM ROPE?

nnnnnn an (to Miad Polic, * HERT, T SAY, STOPI  YOU'RE HURTING ME! [di
1w l U\l‘\ \\”l“ }\Hlbll I “MAY BE H\H TO WRIGGLE OUT OF THIS \L!

1 Make a list of the reasons some people say that
the Treaty of Versailles was a disaster.

Source

of Versailles?

2 Make alist of reasons some people defend the Treaty.

For or against the Treaty Evidence from the source: Link to my own knowledge [what aspect of

provenance

V LA R # Margaret Macmillan, the great-granddaughter
of David Lloyd George and a professor of international history at Oxford
Umvers;ty in @ communication with a hfstory website in 2004:

It is my own view — and a number of historians who
have been working in this area for some years — that
the treaty was not all that bad. Germany did lose
the war after all. Reparations apparently imposed

a heavy burden but Germany only paid a portion

of what it owed. Perhaps the real problem was that
the treaty was never really properly enforced so
that Germany was able to rebuild its military and
challenge the security of Europe all over again.

Source B opposes the Treaty of Versailles. How do you
know? Explain your answer using Source B and your

With a question like this make sure you explain what the
source is about and give specific evidence (say what you
can see!) to prove that the cartoonist is against the Treaty.
Then link the cartoon to your own knowledge — why did
some people feel this way?

3 Copy and complete the table for each of the
sources [A-E]:

the Treaty is the source about?)

4 Look at Interpretation F. How useful is this to a

answer you should think about...
a What the source is about.

historian studying the Treaty of Versailles? In your

b How this links to what you know about the Treaty. J

¢ Anyreason you might have reservations about
this source. Look at the provenance to help you
with this.




How satiSfied Trere the Allies However, many people were furious about the Treaty. m

They felt that their suffering during the war had been
With the Treat of "ersaille59 far greater than the Germans' suffering would be, so propaganda isolationism ratify
y - thought the Treaty should be much tougher.

refused to ratify it. This also meant that Wilson and

Clemenceau was angry that Germany was allowed

The people of Britain and France had been involved - - objectives | <o retain an army, even a small one, and felt that the America could not join his beloved League of Nations.
inAbicg e U oiE s e E | Rhineland should have been completely taken away Wilson was devastated. He feared that a harsh treaty
Germany to be severely punished. The Big Three P Explain different opinions of the Treaty from Germany and made into a small, powerless, would result in America being dragged into another
had contrasting views on how Germany should be of Versailles. | independent state. He also felt that France should have -\ He was happy that the League of Nations had been
punished. So how satisfied were people when the - Analyse how satisfied the Allies were with f beengiventhe Saar'permanentlg rather than being lent created and that countries in Eastern Europe would,
. . it. When the reparations were settled at £6,600 million, i f g :
Treaty of Versailles was signed? thiaTrest : ; largely, have self-determination, but the rest of his
,,,:l‘,ti N (lemenceau felt tlh's SUTINAS $80 small. He had wanted  Forteen Points were ignored. Wilson desperately toured
S e sy to see Germany financially crippled. America, campaigning for America to join the League
paigning J g
Shortly after the Treaty was signed Clemenceau faced Of Nations. However, h'sf efforts tired h.'m" in 1924 he
Britain | gl SOURCE B an election. He was shocked when he was voted out. died from a stroke, leaving the Republicans to dominate

American politics for the next decade, based on policies

A British cartoon from . oo
of isolationism.

13 May 1918; the men
are Clemenceau, Lloyd

Many ordinary French people clearly felt that their great

Throughout the war the people of Britain had been _
enemy, the Germans, had been let off too lightly!

convinced by propaganda that the Germans were

barbarians, so there was little sympathy towards the ¥ EGEAE An American cartoon called ‘Seein’ things’,

Germans now that they had lost the war. There was g;;g:; ?E}S,fg,:;d Th? USA. _ ' published in the Brooklyn Eagle in 1919

barely a single family in Britain who had not lostason,  glemenceau is saying America U”I.UJO'”ed the war i 1917 ahd, not being near ~ “SEEIN' THINGS"

brother or hushand to the war. Civilians had suffered ‘curious, | seem to the battle sites, many people in America felt that the

food shortages too. Britons were ready to see the hear a child weeping’; Treaty was unfair on Germany and that Wilson had helped i . E

Germans pay. the child is labelled Britain and France become more powerful and rich at g i | SEE THAT HORRIBLE vuLTURE!
1940 Class’ and Germany’s expense. They also favoured isolationism. : TAKE ITAWAY! TAKEITAWAY? | o

Headlines such as 'Hang the Kaiser’ were common,  gdder’ means food They felt that the US should not get involved in affairs in - ;

and newspapers whipped the population up even
more in the 1918 general election. Politicians
based campaigns on their promises to be harsh on

Europe as it did mare harm than good. They had wanted
a fair treaty that guaranteed peace in the future, but felt
that they had got the opposite.

Germany.

In American politics, the Treaty was used to criticise
When the Treaty was signed the general feeling in peopleio Haland Wilson by his rival party, the Republicans. The Treaty
Britain was that it was fair, but could [and probably would cause huge had to be ratified by the Senate (the government]; they
should) have been much harsher. However, on his prablams Inthe had to vote to accept it. The Republicans argued that
return from Versailles Lloyd George was greeted as futilrz; seperislly since the Treaty had not been based on the Fourteen
a hero — the streets outside the railway station were if those people were determined to be part of Germany once Points it was not in America's best interests and they
lined with people waving and cheering. The British again.

Nareatenieg A the LeltnAlS: LIy S eRRElITWEVE) Britain would lose an important trade partner and the people of

Wasntso sure.. Germany would resent the Treaty so much that it could lead to 1 Look at Source A. How many years out was

V [N Lioyd George speaking about the Treaty  another war in years to come. Lloyd George’s prediction that another war would
of Versailles: : startin 25 years' time?
France 2 Create a table summarising the opinions

We will have to fight another war in 25
years’ time, and at three times the cost!

Most of the fighting took place in France and the country was towards the Treaty of Versailles in each country.

very badly affected by the war. As a result, the French people Teadar The general public

were determined that Germany should be punished severely. Britain
There were parts of the treaty that Lloyd George was ~ Indeed, there were elements of the Treaty that the people of France c :
pleased with; the British Empire gained extra colonies  France were satisfied with. They were pleased that they were xtension
’ . ; The USA
and now covered a third of the globe. Also, the German  no longer threatened by the German army in the Rhineland ‘ T —
el WaSEeSttecisontat Britain codid iene And that thet would be Fecaiving teparations. They were 3 Look at Source C. Why do you think it was the Treaty of Versailles? Can you find out about the
waves' without competition. However, Lloyd George given control of the Saar area, Germany's rich coal fields, for published in 19197? views of Russia, Japan and Italy?

was concerned that the loss of German land and 15 years, which would help them financially. - ~




Throughout the war, the people of Germany
had been told that they were winning.
Therefore, when they were told that not

only had they lost, but they had also been
punished so severely by the Treaty of
Versailles, they were both shocked and

angry. What did the terms of the Treaty mean
for ordinary people in Germany?

The German people hoped that the Treaty of Versailles
would be fair to them and try to guarantee future peace.
A British blockade had prevented food being imported to
Germany throughout the war and people were starving
the Germans needed compassion and help to rebuild a
country that lay in tatters.

The Allies had blamed the German Kaiser [king) for the
start of the war and said that he needed to abdicate
before the armistice could be signed. When the Kaiser
had fled to Holland, many Germans felt that the

person responsible had been punished, so no further
punishment was needed.

The German people were shocked by the severity of
the Treaty. Germany had not even been allowed to
negotiate the terms of the Treaty and people felt that
this Diktat (forced treaty) was neither fair nor justified.
Many wanted to reject the Treaty, but they knew that
the alternative was to start fighting again and nobody
wanted that. The German government knew that they
had no choice but to agree to the Treaty of Versailles,
but they were promptly hated by the population when

B e

The German reaction to the
Trea,ty_ o_f Versailles

Ohjectives

P> Recall why Germans hoped to be treated fairly
after the First World War.

P Explain the political situation in Germany at the
end of the war.

P Evaluate the impact of the Treaty of Versailles on
Germany.

v m People all over Germany protested about the
Treaty of Verailles; this is a protest in Kiel in 1919

they signed it. The government became known as the
‘November Criminals’ and it was said that Germany had
been ‘stabbed in the back'.

Politics in Germany

The abdication of the German Kaiser left no one to run
the country. A new, democratic gavernment known as

the Weimar Republic was set up, but some people said
that it was not strong enough to run the country. They
wanted one, strong leader. Others felt that the new
government wasn't helping people fast enough. Many
revolts broke out and the first five years after the war
were unstable and violent.

V [l 58:8 The words of Count Brockdorff-Rantzau, one
of the German paliticians who was present when the Treaty of
Verscrrﬂes was SJgned fmm May 1919

Those who sign this treaty, will sign the death
sentence of many millions of German men,
women and children.

Hatred for the Treaty of Versailles

The part of the treaty that many Germans hated the
most was Article 231, the war guilt clause. Germany and
its allies had to accept full responsibility for starting the
war and pay reparations. The German economy was in
ruins. The German government claimed that 763,000
civilians had died of starvation.

Germany had to give up the rich coal fields of the Saar
and their overseas colonies. The Germans lost 16 per cent
of their coal and 48 per cent of their steel. Germany also
lost 13 per cent of its land. Nearly six million German
nationals now found themselves living in different
countries, often under the control of governments who
resented Germany.

Germany was also humiliated by the loss of their

army — a huge source of national pride before and
during the war. In the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

it was to be limited to just 100,000 men. Germany felt
vulnerable and alone in a ring of hostility. Many felt that
France could attack at any stage and in the east a new
threat was emerging. A Communist government was
now in control in Russia and no one knew how much of a
threat this new system of government would be.

abdicate Weimar Republic
Weimar constitution democratic
hyperinflation  Nazi

In 1929 it was worked out that it would take until

1988 for the Germans to pay back the reparations. In
fact the final payment was made on 3 October 2010.
In total Germany paid £59 million.

1 Why were there protests all over Germany when
the Treaty of Versailles was signed?

2 Why was the German government known as the
‘Novernber Criminals™?

3 How did Germany'’s government change after the
Treaty was signed? Why was it unpopular?

Plan your answer carefullg: make sure you explain_
the problems in chronological order and explain
why each problem arose, what happened and what
the consequences were.

October Revolts in
Germany; people
protest about the war
and food shortages
11 November The
armistice is signed;
Kaiser Wilhelm Il
abdicates

4-15 January Communists attempt but
fail to overthrow the German government
28 June The Treaty of Versailles is signed
11 August The German Revolution

ends and the Weimar Constitution, a

list of rules that the new democratic
government must follow, is accepted

defeated reparations

March The April The League \y/?/_
Kapp Putsch of Nations -
(revolt) agrees that

against the Germany

German should

government is pay £6,600

only narrowly million in

Januarg Germany misses a reparations payment; the French invade the
Ruhr, a German industrial area — they plan to seize German goods instead
of the money they are owed; the German government pays workers to
strike so that there are na goods for the French to take and prints more
bank notes to pay the strikers; the German economy crumbles

November Because of hyperinflation, a loaf of bread costs 200,000

August The
Dawes Plan;
America
lends Germany 800 million
gold marks to help them
rebuild their economy

million marks; the Nazi Party, led by Adolf Hitler, tries but fails to

overthrow the government in the Munich Putsch




The signing of the peace treaties at the end of
the First World War was perhaps one of the most
significant events of the twentieth century

and the effects are still felt today. The Allies
have faced much criticism about how fair these
treaties were. What do you think?

Negative consequences of the
treaties

Many historians have said that the treaties signed at the
end of the First World War were unfair. Here's why ...

The Treaty of
Versailles

* Around six million Germans
found themselves living
outside of German territory.
They feared persecution,
especially since Germany had
been forced to accept the war
guilt clause.

* Germany lost 13 per cent
of its land. German families
were forced off land they
had owned for generations
as it was claimed by other
countries under the terms of
the Treaty.

* Many people said that the
Treaty was too harsh and that
it would lead to another war.
Lloyd George predicted that
there would be another war in B

[f:'
just 25 years’ time. .Lm\*e“ ‘/A’/é‘\

* Germans felt vulnerable. They
waorried that the reduced
army and navy were not big
enough to protect them from
an attack.

v ELGIE3N 1his picture, from a 1933

German schoolbook, shows all German losses,
including people, land, cattle, wheat, potatoes,
coal mines, and merchant ships

g de.utsch qebheben '

How fair was the Treaty
of Versailles and the wider
settlement?

Ohjectives

P> Consider the strengths and weaknesses of the
peace treaties.

P> Analyse how fair the Treaty was.

} Evaluate historical mterpretatlons of the Treatg

* The causes of the First World War were very
complex, yet Germany and its allies were forced to
accept full responsibility. Causes such as the arms
race, where Britain and Germany competed to have
the biggest navy and empires, were not Germany’s

fault alone.
¢ The Treatywas a

Diktat (a forced
peace). Germany was
not allowed to send
representatives to

the conference or to
negotiate. They had to
accept whatever terms
they were given.

e The Germans thought
the peace treaty would
be based on Wilson's
Fourteen Points. These
set out to achieve a fair
world for everyone. If
they had known that
so few of these would
make it through to the
final treaty, they may
not have signed the
armistice.

¢ The reparations crippled
Germany. It was
estimated it would take
until the 1980s to pay
them.

Die furditbaren Cinbufen Deutidlands durd) das Verfailler Diftat
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Jther treaties

= The new, independent countries created and
recognised by the Treaties of Saint Germain and
Trianon often united groups who did not want to
be united. Countries such as Czechoslovakia and
Yugoslavia no longer exist today because different
groups in these countries fought bloody civil wars.

In defence of the peacemakers

In more recent years some historians have said that
arguments like those given here do not give a fair
representation of these treaties. They argue that:

« The Treaty of Versailles was signed at the end of the
most devastating war that the world had seen. It was
only right that the losing countries should pay for the
damage.

= |t was normal for the losers of a war to agree to harsh
terms. When Russia had withdrawn from the First
World War Germany had made them sign The Treaty
of Brest-Litavsk, which had taken away more than a
quarter of their farmland and population. Many said
that this was evidence that if Germany had won they
would have treated the Allies even mare strictly.

e Europe was falling apart. The Austro-Hungarian and
Ottoman empires had ruled over most of Eastern
Europe, but with the collapse of these empires politics
in the region had become unstable. The peacemakers
had to act quickly. Under so much pressure, they did
the best job they could.

v Adapted from Princess E Bluecher, An English
wife in Berlin, 1920; Evelyn married a German aristocrat in
1907 and kept a diary of their life in Berlin during and after
the First World War:

I fear that England has missed the right
moment for laying the foundations of a lasting
peace in Furope. The entente could have done
anything with the German people had they
made the slightest move towards reconciliation.
People are ready here to make reparation for
the wrong done by their leaders. But now they
say that Wilson has broken his word, and an
undying hatred will be smouldering in the heart
of every German. Over and over again I hear
the same refrain, ‘We shall hate our conquerors
with a hatred that will only cease when the day
of our revenge comes.

* The Treaty of Sevres was so harsh on Turkey that
the country revolted against it and it had to be
overturned by the Treaty of Lausanne. This showed
that these treaties could not be enforced and showed
people like Mussolini and Hitler that the Allies would
soon ignare such treaties if violence was threatened.

gl SOURCEC

A cartoon from

the German
satirical magazine,
Simplissimus, 1919

Study Sources B and C. How useful are Sources B
and C to a historian studying criticisms of the Treaty
of Versailles? Explain your answer using Sources B

Remember to critically consider both the content
and provenance of each source in order to come to #
a judgement backed up with evidence.

s

1 Create a chart summarising the strengths and
weaknesses of the peace treaties.

2 Do you think the Treaty of Versailles can be
justified? Write two paragraphs exploring each
side of the argument, followed by a conclusion
stating your opinion.

Extension

Historians’ interpretations of events can change over

time and different historians often have different
opinions. Why not research A.J.P. Taylor’s opinions on
the Treaty of Versailles?




The Treaty of Versailles dealt with Gerrhéh’g‘j;'“but Germany
had not fought the war alone — its allies, Austria-
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey, also had to be dealt with
at the Paris Peace Conference. And here, the ﬁoliticians
at the peace talks faced a particularly difficult task. How
were the other losing nations treated?

The Treaty of
St Germain — Terms

Land:

* Austria lost land to Italy and Romania.

¢ Land was taken to create the new states of
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia; Poland, which
was also a new country, was given land, too.

Reparations:

* The amount was never fixed, but Austria was told
to pay reparations.

Military restrictions:

¢ 30,000 men in the army; no conscription.
* No navy.

Other terms:
¢ Austria was forbidden from uniting with Germany.

Impact

¢ |taly had joined the war in 1915. They promised
to support the Allies, and in return would be given
land when the war was won. However, the Italians
did not feel that they were given enough land.

* Much of Austria's industry was in land given to
Czechoslovakia, so Austria lost a huge source of
income. Their economy collapsed in 1921.

» The new states that were formed were a mix of
different nationalities that often clashed.

» Eastern Europe now consisted of lots of new, small
states instead of one powerful empire.

The Treaty
of Neuilly — Terms
Land:

* Bulgaria lost land to Yugoslavia, Greece
and Romania. However, Bulgaria did gain some
land from Turkey.

How were Germany's allies
treated at the end of the war?

Objectives

P> Outline how Germany’s allies were dealt
with at the end of the First World War.

P Assess how successful the treaties
created to deal with Germany's allies were.

T e

Reparations:
e £100 million.
Military restrictions:

* Bulgarian Army limited to 20,000. No conscriptions.
* No air force; only allowed four battleships.

The Treaty of
Trianon — Terms
Land:

¢ Hungarian land was lost to Romania,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Austria.
Reparations:

¢ Agreed that reparations should be set but the
amount was not fixed. The Hungarian economy
collapsed so nothing was ever actually paid.

Military restrictions:

* 30,000 men in the Hungarian army.
* No conscription.
¢ Only allowed three patrol boats.

The Treaty
of Sévres — Terms

Land:

* Turkey lost land lost to Greece.

* In Europe Turkey lost all its land, except a small
area around the capital of Constantinople.

* The Turkish [Ottoman) Empire was split up.

Military restrictions:

e Turkish army restricted to 50,000 men.
e The navy was restricted to seven sail boats and
six torpedo boats.

Other terms:

o Turkish had controlled the Dardanelles and the
Bosphorus straits, important waterways that
connected the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, but the
Treaty said they must open these to other countries.

 The Allies were allowed to keep troops in Turkey.

Impact

» The people of Turkey were so furious about the treaty
that they revolted and overthrew the government.

= The new president threatened to fight the Allies over
the Treaty. The British were not prepared to fight
another war so they agreed to overwrite the Treaty with
the Treaty of Lausanne.

The Treaty of Lausanne

Turkey regained:

» some of the land Greece had taken
= control of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus straits
» the right to decide how big their armed forces were.

Reparations were also cancelled and Allied troops
were withdrawn.

1 Think about the Treaty of Sévres.
a How and why was it changed in the Treaty of
Lausanne?
b Why were these changes significant?

2 ‘The Paris Peace Conference successfully solved
the issues that Eastern Europe faced after the
First World War.” How far do you agree with this
statement?

USSR

The new states

At the end of the First World War lots of new countries

were made. Some of these worked well, for example
Czechoslovakia, which was rich in natural resources and
home to a well-established industry, was a rich country. As a
result, it was politically stable and well respected in European
politics. However, there were problems with the others.

The Allies wanted to create a strong buffer zone between
Germany and the USSR. They created a new country
between these two: Poland. However, Poland had no
natural barriers, such as rivers or mountains, on its
borders so the country was difficult to defend.

Poland had been given a strip of German land named
the Polish Carridor. This aimed to weaken Germany by
splitting it in half, while giving Poland access to the sea.
However, it meant that lots of Germans then lived in
Poland, which they hated. The USSR also argued about
Poland’s eastern borders. Poland was surrounded by
enemies who wanted to reclaim its territory.

¥ 8 A map of Europe before 1919

= )

The Significance of Sévres

The changes to the Treaty of Sevres are significant for a
number of reasons:

e |t proved that the other treaties were unenforceable;
when a country rebelled against harsh terms there
was very little that other countries could do. People
were scared of returning to war, so they were
reluctant to use force to deal with broken treaties.

* When the British agreed to make a new, fairer treaty
it looked as if they were accepting that the original
treaty was unfair. This undermined all the treaties.

¢ Seeing this, Mussolini and Hitler realised that they
could also get away with breaking international law as
no one would stop them.

miles | 250
kilometers 400




Why was the

Lea.g'ue

of Nations created?

During the First World War, many people wantedtoset R\dY jectives

up an organisation that would encourage countries

to get together when they had problems and work out
their differences, rather than resort to fighting. At the
end of the war, US President, Woodrow Wilson wanted
to set up the League of Nations. What exactly was the

League of Nations and how was it going to work?

The League's creation

When the Treaty of Versailles was written, the basic 1
rules about how the League of Nations was going ‘
to work were included at the start of the document.

All countries that signed the Treaty agreed to stick

to the rules of how the League was to be run.

P> Describe the aims of the League of Nations.

P Explain how the League attempted to
prevent more wars.

P> Analyse the strengths and weaknesses
of the League.

4

Who joined the League of Nations?

When the League was founded there were 42 members,
and this rose to 58 by-1934. There were four permanent
members of the Council who made all the big decisions:
Britain, France, Italy and Japan.

What was the League of
Nations?

The League of Nations was
a vision for bringing the
world together in peace.

It was to be a group of
countries that would

waork together and solve
problems, like a world
parliament.

Why was it formed?

Countries would work

together to achieve four

aims:

» To stop war from breaking
out again

« To encourage
disarmament

e To improve working
conditions

e To tackle deadly diseases.

Woodrow Wilson was one of the key
figures in its creation. Was the USA
an important member too?

No: the Senate refused to agree
to it and as much as Wilson tried
to convince his people that it was
a good idea, they had seen many
young Americans die in the First
World War and wanted to isolate
themselves from Europe. Wilson
was devastated.

Where was the League based?

In Geneva, Switzerland.
Switzerland had not been involved
in the war, so it was seen as a
peaceful country. Another key
international organisation, the Red
Cross, was also based there, so it
seemed like a sensible place for
the headquarters.

Extension

Did all the other powerful
countries join?

No: Britain and France

were suspicious of the new
Communist government

in Russia, so Russia was

not allowed to join. And the
countries who had lost the war
could not join — so no Germany,
at first.

This changed in 1926, when
the Locarno Treaty was signed
and Germany was allowed to
join the League. But Germany'’s
membership was short lived;
once Hitler came to power

he took Germany out of the
League again. In addition,
Japan and Italy both left after
they invaded other countries in
the 1930s.

Find out who the 42 founding members of the League were, and how
countries like the USSR felt about being left out.

What did Britain and France think of the League?

At the Paris Peace Conference David Lloyd George had
been critical of the idea — but then an 25 March 1919
he issued the Fontainebleau Memorandum in which he
said that he completely supported the League. It helped
that in the final peace treaties colonies belonging to
Germany and the other losing countries were given

to the League of Nations to be run as mandates. The
idea was that the League would run these colonies
until they were ready to be independent, but some
historians have said that Britain saw this as an
opportunity to add to their already vast empire.

Britain generally regarded the League of Nations as a
place for countries to discuss ideas, but without any
real power. France, however, was glad of anything that
might help protect it from another German invasion.

V LT A cartoon from the USSR created in 1919; the
banner reads, ‘The League of Nations: Capitalists of all countries,
unite!’

Council  Locarno Treaty
Fountainebleau Memorandum
collective security
Permanent Court of International Justice
Covenant mitigation

moral condemnation economic sanctions

How did the League plan to keep peace?

It was thought that the League would work
through collective security; the idea that if all
countries worked together they could make sure
that peace was kept and that the interests of
every nation were looked after.

In 1920, the League also set up an international
court that would establish international laws.
This was called the Permanent Court of
International Justice. If every country was
following the same laws there would be less
chance of them disagreeing.

And if the League couldn’t prevent disputes?

The Covenant set out how the League would
deal with aggression:

1 Mitigation: getting countries together to
talk through problems.

2 Ifthis didn't work they could use moral
condemnation — a good telling off!

3 Finally, economic sanctions could be ¢
enforced, where members of the League «
would not trade with the warring countries.

The League didn't have its own army as it

was a peaceful organisation. If an army was
absolutely necessary the League was to ask its
members to lend it their armed forces.

1 What were the aims of the League of Nations?

2 How did the League try to prevent war?

3 Some historians have called the League
‘toothless’.
a What do you think this means?
b Why do you think they have said this?
c Doyou agree?




@ The structure of the League

The aims of the League of Nations were very ambitious. They
hoped to settle disputes, encourage countries to get rid of their
weapons, make the world a better place by improving working
conditions, and tackle deadly diseases. To ensure that its aims
were met the League had to run smoothly, so it was divided
into different sections that focused on certain issues. Lots of
historians say that the League was doomed to failure because
its structure and organisation was flawed from day one. Let'’s
see if you agree...

The Assembly

The League of Nations worked like an international parliament. Every
member could send representatives to the Assembly, which met once a
year, on the first Monday of September, to discuss and vote on matters.
Every country had an equal vote and in order to pass a vote the decision
had to be unanimous — every country had to agree. If not, the motion
couldn’t be passed and would have to be referred to the Council.

The Assembly was in charge of: deciding when a new country could join;
the election of judges to the Permanent Court of International Justice;
voting for the non-permanent members of the Council; and deciding how
the League’s money was to be spent.

Ohjectives ;

P> Explain the structure and

organisation of the League of

Nations.

P> Analyse the strengths and

weaknesses of the League’s

structure and organisation.

The first meeting was held in a Swiss hotel and 42 nations were represented. Some of the most powerful countries
in the world attended — Britain, France, Italy and Japan — as well as some of the smaller nations such as Belgium,
Holland, Cuba and Peru. The losing nations in the Great War — Germany, Austria, for example — weren't allowed
to join and neither was Russia because its new Communist government wasn't recognised yet [they eventually

joined in 1934].

The Council

An Assembly of 42 countries which met
once a year would not be enough to ensure
that the League ran smoothly; it was too
large to react quickly in an emergency, so
there was also a Council which met more
frequently. In the Council there were four
permanent members: Britain, France, Italy
and Japan. Four other countries would be
chosen to sit on the Council, each for a
three-year term. This was later increased
to nine non-permanent members.

The Council had the power of vete; it could
stop a ruling with its vote. Even if the
Assembly did manage to make a unanimous
ruling, the Council could still stop it.

The Permanent Court of
International Justice

The League set up and funded the Permanent Court of
International Justice. This was a court of law that would settle
international arguments. Any country could bring an issue to
the court and eleven judges and four deputy judges would listen
to both sides before reaching a verdict. The Court could then
advise the parties involved in the argument. However, this was
just advice, it wasn’t a compulsory ruling and since the League
had no army it was difficult to make countries agree unless

they wanted to!

The Court was elected

by the Assembly and the
Council, and judges would
fill that role for 11 years.

The Secretariat

This was the civil service
of the League, meaning
that it was in charge

of administration and
organising any action that
the League wanted to take. |t was a body of experts
from different areas, such as finance, who were
responsible for carrying out any decisions taken by
the League, with the exception of military issues.

Special commissions
These were special groups put
together to tackle issues that

They included:

e the International Labour
Organisation (ILO)

e the Disarmament Commission

o the Health Organisation

= the Slavery Commission

= the Commission for Refugees

e the Permanent Central Opium Board.

Other Commissions helped undeveloped countries
with economic issues, supported under-
represented or minority groups such as women,
and supervised the mandates.

Strengths and weaknesses of the
League of Nations

Strengths: Weaknesses:

¢ Many important countries did not, or
would not, join the League. The USA, for
example, never joined. This undermined
the League as a ‘global’ organisation
and meant that if a country faced
economic sanctions it could still trade
with some of the most powerful and
richest countries.

° ltwas written into all of the
peace treaties at the end of
the First World War, so all
nations involved had signed an
agreement that recognised the
organisation.

° It had a vast membership.

® Asthere were so many
members, economic sanctions
and moral condemnation were

many countries.

¢ The League had no army, which meant
that it could not force people to obey it.

daunting punishments for e The structure was very complicated. It
confused people and slowed action.

e Decisions had to be unanimous, which
meant that decision-making was slow.

Assembly unanimous veto Secretariat civil service

International Labour Organisation (IL0)  slavery refugee

gl SOURCEA

A cartoon from the
British Magazine
Punch, published
in 1920

1 Create anillustrated diagram summarising the
different bodies that helped run the League.

2 The League of Nations was meant to be an
international organisation where everyone was
equal. What evidence can you find to show that:
a all countries had equal powers
b some countries were more powerful than

others?

3 Why do you think Britain and France were able
to dominate the League?

‘The organisation and structure
of the League meant that it was
always going to fail." How far do
you agree with this statement?
Explain your answer.

Try to make a judgment about
the statement and stick to this
throughout your answer, but you
should aim to demonstrate that
you understand hoth sides of the
argument.




One of the aims of the League of Nations was to make
people’s lives better by improving working conditions and

Did the Leag'ué of
Nations help people?

Ohjectives

curing diseases. This was seen as an important part of p> Outline how the League’s

keeping world peace: if people were happy they would be commissions tried to improve

less likely to argue. To achieve this aim the League setup a people’s lives.

number of commissions or agencies. How successful were B Assess how successful these

these agencies? Read the fact files below and judge for commissions were.

yourself! >
Commission: | International Labour Organisation (ILO)
Aims: To bring workers, employers and governments together to improve the conditions that people worked in.
Successes: e 1922 — recommended banning the use of white lead in paint as it was poisonous.

* 1930 — helped Greece set up social insurance (to help people if they were unemployed because of an iliness).

e 1928 — 77 countries agreed to set a minimum wage.

» In Tanganyika, Africa, slave labour was being used to build a new railway, but conditions were so bad that 50%
of workers died; the League challenged this and reduced the death rate to 4%.

Failures: * 1919 — tried to stop children under the age of 14 from working; this suggestion was not adopted by most
members because they thought it would cost too much money.

» 1935 — suggested that the working day should be limited to eight hours; when members voted on this issue,
only four voted in favour of it, saying it would cost industries too much; similarly, the suggestion that workers
should be paid for their holidays was unpopular — one member said that it would be ‘industrial suicide’.

Commission: | The Commission for Refugees
Aims: To return prisoners of war home and support refugees by improving camp conditions, finding new homes, or
returning them to their own countries once the threat of conflict had passed.
Successes: s 1921 — the League helped free around 427,000 out of 500,000 prisoners of war still imprisoned from the
First World War and returned them to their homelands.

« 1917 — revolution led to civil war in Russia; by 1921, 1.5 million people had fled Russia to refugee camps
and the League helped them find new homes.

» 1922 — Turkey clashed with Greece and the violence forced peaple to flee to refugee camps. The League set
up refugee camps and sent doctars to help treat diseases such as cholera and smallpox in these camps;
homes were found for around 600,000 Greeks fleeing from Turkey between 1919 and 1923.

« Created the Nansen Passport, a document that could be used as identification by refugees (this was named
after Fridtjof Nansen, a Norwegian explorer who became the High Commissioner for Refugees in 1921).

Failures: * 1933 — the League tried to appoint a High Commissioner for refugees, who were mainly Jewish, fleeing
from Germany. Germany rejected this proposal, S0 a unanimous vote could not be reached and the motion
was defeated. The commissioner was appointed, but as an independent body separate from the League of
Nations, which meant that they had less power.

Commission: | The Slavery Commission

Successes: * Organised raids on the camps of slave traders in Sierra Leone, setting 200,000 people free. In 1927 Sierra
Leone announced that slavery was to be abolished got rid of] altogether.

Commission:

The Economic and Financial Committee

Commission: | The Permanent Central Opium Board

Successes:

e Austria and Hungary had lost the war and
were trying to rebuild their economies; the
League sent financial experts to help so that
the two countries would not go bankrupt.

* Developed codes for importing and
exporting so that all members were
following the same rules.

Failures:

= When global depression hit after 1929,
this commission was unable to cope.

Commission:

The Organisation for Communications and
Transport

Aims:

Regulated transport developed during the
war in order to keep people safe.

Successes:

* Introduced shipping lanes, which meant
that fewer collisions occurred.

» Produced an international highway code
so that car drivers followed the same
traffic rules wherever they travelled.

Commission:

The Health Committee

Successes:

e Started an international campaign to kill
mosquitoes, which spread diseases such
malaria and yellow fever.

e Worked with the government in Russia
to organise an education programme
to teach people about how the disease
typhus was spread.

¢ Sent doctors to look after refugees
in Turkey and helped imprave living
conditions in refugee camps in the 1920s.

e The Health Committee was later renamed
the World Health Organisation (WHO],
which still exists today.

¥V MY An American cartoon from around 1919

Aims: To stop the cultivation [creation) and
distribution of opium (an addictive drug) —
opium was legally used as a painkiller but
some drugs companies also sold it illegally.

After 1925 the Board became the
Permanent Central Narcotics Board and
tackled other drugs as well.

Successes: * Introduced a system where companies
had ta have a certificate to say that
they were allowed to import opium for
medicinal purposes.

» Blacklisted four large companies that
were involved in trading illegal drugs.

Failures: » Some historians claim that key members
of the League were not really dedicated
to stopping the sale of opium, as they
made large amounts of money from it.

1 Summarise the main achievements of the
League’s commissions.

2 Take seven small pieces of paper and write the
names of each commission on them. Work with
a partner to put these in order of how successful
each of the commissions of the League was.

3 Write a paragraph explaining which commission

you think was the most successful and why.
. v

Source A supports the work of the League of Nations.
How do you know? Explain your answer by using

Source A and your contextual knowledge.  [£3

Explain what you can see in the source that praises the
League of Nations and then use your own knowledge to
explain an example of something that the League did
that would make people think that it was a good idea.




plebiscite

How successful was the |
League in the 1920s? | | L2

1.4A

<[] Map of Europe showing the areas
where the League of Nations intervened in
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and powerful empires. After the war the countries that lost | ¢
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League of Nations at dealing with issues in the 1920s? 1920s. — I ! . T

¥ EIEFN Folish soldiers invade

Lithuania in 1920

1921: The Aland Islands

Both Sweden and Finland claimed the Aland Islands, which were
between the two countries, and threatened war on each other. The
League investigated each country's claim. They decided that the
islands should go to Finland. However, Finland was not allowed to
build forts on the islands, so that they could not be used as a base

1920: Vilna

Upper Silesia was on the border between Germany and Poland at the end
of the First World War and bath Germans and Poles were living there. Bath
nations wanted to claim the area, as i i i

ons oc e AR 25 t was Important to iron ARdstee] from which to attack Sweden. Sweden agreed to these terms, so the |
production. In 1921 a plebiscite a vote in which the whole country takes . ¢

. ? s League had successfully avoided war.

part] was organised to decide who would own Upper Silesia. Britain and L .
France sent troops to police voting stations and to make sure the vote was fair
and calm.

Germany won 60 per cent of the votes, but Poland claimed that many of
the peaple who voted for Germany no longer lived in Upper Silesia. They
complained and the League of Nations decided to split Upper Silesia into
regions according to how the people had voted. Germany received most of
the rural areas, while Poland received the industrial zones.

After the First World War countries that had 1 Copy and comp!ete the following table:

been in Austria-Hungary’s empire were given
independence. Lots of new countries were created
including Poland and Lithuania. Vilna was to be
the capital of Lithuania, but the majority of people
living there wanted to be Polish. A Polish army
took control of the city and Lithuania asked the
League for help. The League told Poland to remove
its army, but was refused.

Verdict — was the League
successful or did it fail in
dealing with this issue?

What
happened?

Date: Event:

The outcome was accepted by both Germany and Poland, and the League
made sure that the partition went smoothly by ensuring that rail links, water
and electricity were still supplied to each side of Upper Silesia.

V UAETSENITIS Historians Nigel Kelly and

Greg Lacey in a school textbook:

However, the final settlement was considered unfair by the Poles; they
received roughly half the population of Upper Silesia, but only a third of the
land. Around half a million Poles were now in confirmed German territory.

France saw Poland as a potential ally against

2 Give an example of when the League used the following

Germany and refused to help. Britain would
not send troops without the support of other
countries.

So, the first time the League was asked to
settle a dispute they did nothing, and Poland
took Vilna.

The Germans weren't fully satisfied either. They lost three quarters of the coal
mines they had owned prior to the settlement — a valuable source of income.
In 1922 the German government complained to the League and was awarded
the right to import coal at a heavily discounted rate. When this agreement
ended in 1925 relations between Germany and Poland worsened.

[Upper Silesia was] A messy compromise,
but whatever the League decided would
have displeased someone. In difficult
circumstances, it did as well as it could.

to solve problems:
a Plebiscites
b The power of leading members, such as Britain and

France

\ E _—




How successful was the
League in the 1920s?

humanitarian

1.4B

dictator

1 Add 3 more rows to the table you created for Work Question 1
on page 35, which focused on the issues the League of Nations
faced in the 1920s. Write summaries and your verdict for the
events covered on these pages.

depression

PRl

» EL"43 A British cartoon from
1925; Greece and Bulgaria are shown
as ‘Tweedledum and Tweedledee’,
quarreling brothers from the book,
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

2 Give an example of when the League used the following
methods to solve problems:
a Overpowering smaller countries.
b The power of leading members, such as Britain and France.
c Use of experts to investigate an issue.

3 Why did the League face failures in the 1920s? Write a report
and include the following subheadings:
a The League had no army of its own.
b The League was governed by British and French self-
interest; it didn’t always do what was best.
¢ The Great Depression. >

unemployed people in Paris, France, 1933

BALKANDUM AND BALKANDEE.
“JUST THEN CAME DOWN A MONSTROUS DOVE
WHOSE FORCE WAS PURELY MOMAL,

WIICH TURNED THE IFROES' HPARTS 10 TOVE

AND MADE THEM DROD PHEIR QUARREL.—Lrnss Canwont (adapied)

1929: The Wall Street Crash

A B3] rtalian soldiers occupy the island
of Corfu in 1923

1923: Corfu

1925: Bulgaria

After the war the boundaries of Greece and Albania were still to be agreed upon. The League
gave the job to an Italian general named Tellini, but while he was surveying an area of
Greece, Tellini and his team were murdered.

At the time, Italy was ruled by a dictator named Benito Mussolini. When he heard about what
had happened he was furious and blamed the Greek government. He demanded that the
murderers should be executed and that he should be paid compensation, but the Greeks did
not know who had murdered Tellini and his team. On 31 August Mussolini invaded and occupied
Corfu, killing fifteen people. Greece appealed to the League, who condemned Mussolini's act of
aggression but agreed that Greece should pay the compensation. The League would look after
this money and it would be awarded to Italy once the killers were found.

Mussolini still wasn't satisfied. He complained to the Conference of Ambassadors, a

group of powerful countries including Britain, France and Japan, and persuaded them to
undermine the League. Greece was forced to apologise and pay compensation directly to
Italy. Mussaolini did withdraw his troops from Corfu. In this instance, when a large country
had threatened a smaller one with military action, the League had proved that they could be
ignored and overturned by other international groups.

When Greek soldiers were
killed on the Bulgarian
border, Greece invaded.
Bulgaria appealed to

the League for help. The
League condemned the
Greeks and ordered them
to withdraw troops and
pay compensation. Greece
thought that the League
was being hypocritical, as
Mussolini had got away
with similar actions in
Corfuin 18923. However,
Greece was a small country
and unwilling to risk poor
relations with powerful
members of the League
such as Britain and France,
so they obeyed.

r

In 1929 the American economy
crashed. The country was plunged
into a devastating depression. This
would last throughout the 1930s.
America traded with countries
across the world and had lent a

lot of maney during and after the
war, so global economies were

also affected. The whole world

faced economic depression and in
desperate times people lost faith

in their governments. Some people
turned to extremist parties such as
the Nazis in Germany who promised
o make Germany strong again by
overturning the Treaty of Versailles.
The League was powerless to do
anything to help people or to control
these new party leaders who were
willing to resort to violence to get

their own way.
N—

g ion
Practice Questy
‘The League of Nations failed more often than it succeeded
in the 1920s." How far do you agree with this statement?
Explain your answer. y
SPaG: 4 marks §

Use your contextual knowledge to explain both the
failures and successes that the League had in the
1920s. Remember, you can refer to both the League’s
humanitarian work and the border disputes it faced.

The dispute between Greece and Bulgaria in 1925 is sometimes called the
War of the Stray Dog because some sources claim it all started when a
Greek soldier ran after his dog, which had strayed across the border from
Greece. The border was guarded by Bulgarian sentries, and one of them
shot the Greek soldier.




of Nations?

The League of Nations was created to encburage

cooperation between countries and to stop wars from
breaking out. Therefore you'd expect it to be involved

in all major international discussions, conferences and
agreements. However, this was not always the case. Let’s
look at some examples of when the League was left out of
international agreements, and why this happened.

The Locarno Treaties, 1925

In the early 1920s the relationship between Germany and
France was still very hostile; France was rebuilding after
being ravaged by war and Germany was rebuilding after
the Treaty of Versailles left the country devastated at the
insistence of France. France had even invaded Germany
when it had failed to make a reparations payment in 1923.

Things couldn’t continue like this and in 1925 the German
foreign minister, Gustav Stresemann, invited the French
foreign minister, Aristide Briand, to meet and sign a treaty
to help improve relations between the two old enemies.
Germany was the country that suggested the Locarno
Treaties, and since they were not a member of the League
of Nations, the meetings were organised independently.

French and German representatives met in Locarno,
Switzerland, where they signed seven treaties in which
Germany officially accepted the borders that the Treaty
of Versailles had defined, giving up any claim they had
on areas such as Alsace Lorraine. They also agreed to
work together to try to settle disputes peacefully.

- EIWFY Gustav

Stresemann [1878-1929], a
German politician, who was
briefly chancellor in 1923
and then took the role of
foreign minister; this meant
that he managed Germany’s
relationship with other
nations

How did international
agreements help the League

Ohjectives

P Describe international treaties that
did notinvolve the Leaque of Nations.

P> Assess how significant they were
and how much they damaged the
Leagues reputatmn

The treaty was also signed by Britain, Italy, Belgium and
Czechoslovakia. Each country agreed not to go to war with
any of the others and that if one of the countries hroke the
treaty they would support the country that was invaded.
This was very significant for Germany wha feared that the

Treaty of Versailles had left them vulnerable to French attack.

The Locarno Treaties were extremely significant. Many
felt they represented an end to German resentment of
the Treaty of Versailles, and signed voluntarily, unlike
the Diktat of 1919. Other countries saw this as Germany
trying to become a peaceful nation, and relations
improved so much that by 1926 Germany was allowed
to join the League of Nations. However, some historians
have said that this important treaty marked a failure
for the League of Nations, which should have been at
the forefront of any international agreements regarding
peace, but had had nothing to do with it.

L4l SOURCE B
The front page | | Ty
Doty Daﬂy M1rr0r| m
newspaper from gy o

SIGN[NG THE PACT TO END WAR

QUEEN ALEXANDBA MEMORIAL FUND: %8 !.’.I%I'

1 December 1925

i In 1926 Stresemann and Briand were awarded the Nobel
|
|

| peace Prize together, in recognition of their work at Locarnain

| creating a treaty that had started to heal very deep wounds.

The Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928

Sixty-five countries met in Paris where they signed an
agreement stating that they would not use war as a way
to solve disputes. The first countries that were involved
were Germany, France and the USA and since two of these

(Germany and the USA] were not members of the League of

Nations this agreement took place outside the League.

Once again, individual countries acted independently of the
League and made it look like it really was just a place for
countries to air their problems, without being a place where
a practical solution could be found.

v [ A picture from a French magazine,
published in August 1928

The Rapallo Treaty, 1922

When Russia was forced to leave the First World War they
had had to surrender to Germany. They were made to
sign the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which had taken away
vast quantities of land and forced Russia to pay heavy
reparations to Germany.

In 1922 representatives from Germany and Russia met in
Rapallo, Italy, to sign a treaty. They agreed that Germany
would return the money and land that Russia had lost and
that the two countries would cooperate in the future. This
treaty did not involve the League of Nations, as neither
Germany nor Russia had been allowed to join.

\

foreign minister

Fact

=9
Washington Arms Conference
1921-22

One of the aims of the League of Nations was to
encourage disarmament, but, significantly, it

was not involved in the first international arms
conference.

The Washington Arms Conference [or the
Washington Naval Conference) was organised
by and held in the USA. Major countries like
Britain, France and Japan attended and
discussed how big navies could be. It was
decided that Britain and the USA could have the
same size navies and that for every five tonnes
each of their battleships weighed, Japan could
have three tonnes.

The fact that Britain, France and Japan attended
as individual countries, rather than sending
representatives through the League, says a lot
about their attitude towards the League and
kwha’c their priorities were.

A

1 Why wasn'’t the League of Nations involved
in the Locarno Treaties and the Kellogg-
Briand Pact?

2 Write a report about the international
agreements that the League has not been
involved in. Include an explanation of why
they were important.

'Praaéﬁce Question

Source B supports the Locarno Treaties. How do
you know? 4 mar

Refer to the source's provenance and content in
your answer.




The decline of international
cooperation in the 1930s

V ELlEA:=R Adapted from an entry in a 1934 essay
competition, by a German railway worker:

Thousands of factories closed their doors. Hunger
was the daily companion of the German working

In many countries the 1920s were an exciting time. Objectives man. Many an honest working man had to resort
People had survived the First World War and life was to theft to obtain food. All fellow citizens yearned
getting back to normal; people wanted to celebrate P> Outline the impact the depression for better times. As for me, like many another,
and have fun. Countries were willing to work together had on countries like Germany L-hap lo8s Al & posseter -oo; early HL 1 BS0, |

to make sure that these good times never ended, and Italy. JODBE e e aTLy.

but in 1929 the USA was suddenly plunged into B Analyse the reasons this caused

economic depression and everything changed. What problems for the League of Nations.

did this mean for the League of Nations? —

Key Biography

The 1920s were a time of excess for many in the USA. ( LRl Adolf Hitler 1889—
e . , : Outbreak of the ) 1945)
Many new and exciting industries and businesses : : : URCEA {ingricloued Bermaneaueting tofind
created lots of jobs. But in 1929, a financial crisis — First World War; America Countries A &l 2 ployed bermans q g f o After the war, Hitler was sent
Jobs. ’ did not join until 1917 bortaietd e work outside an employment office in Hanover in 1930. The o
known as the Wall Street Crash — hit America hard. _ PR e 4 writing on the warehouse wall translates as 'Vote Hitler' 0iSpY oA REW po"t"ca'
Thousands of businesses went bankrupt and banks 4 fmrz i:nfanca o party called the Nazis, but
und their armies i ioi
coliapsed. 1918: Germany and ] )« Dictators found victims to blame their problems Lnstead hEJ?'TEddthelm ig%
; i ] : ; ; ecame their leader. In
By 1933, around 15 million Americans were & Al < oni Fat EXSIEIS, Hltle; c:;)aujthat Ge(rjm:n$ ° Hitler tried to overthrow the
unemployed, and many had lost their homes. This time problems were caused by Jews and the Treaty
ployed, y j ) fVersailles. Thi I German government and
in American history is known as the Great Depression, The losing countries were GEARIDANIG, (i SEUUT=E= IRLE: was imprisoned
and it lasted throughout the 1930s. It left people forced to pay huge reparations countries were more likely to turn against '
g peop pay alpcTen : h
desperate and afraid. But this was just in the USA — how ¥ other nations. ¥ AHRT e ol StERLLiaEh pRdple TaThED S the
g ' J g Nazi Party to solve their problems and the Party got
did these events affect the whole world? ) 2 . o
America loaned money 1929: The Wall How did the Great Depression more and more votes until Hitler became chancellor
With their families starving, people started to search for to other countries to Street Crash; the affect the League of Nations? (prime minister]. Once in power Hitler governed
answers to their problems. Sometimes they turned to help them rebuild American economy SR s T e it Tt e e s ks Germany very harshly. )
the policies .of.extremlsts such as the Fascists in Italy collapsed 0 get what they wanted. They were not interested
% J . 4 g
and the Nazis in bermany: VI in collective security and they weren't scared by
e Hitler was veru skilled at offerine solutions 1 2 O _ ) moral condemnation. To fight aggressive dictators
using simple sEIJo ans like ‘Freedfm bread, work'’ Industricell Bie Bl v AmcHit the League would need an army. Since it didn't _
Eomgaredpto thegcom lex solutions,that ot,her . lost 2 VAR e BT Hpveiits oW I wowld I oEIEIbers o 1 How did the Wall Street Crash lead to the global Great
partiF;s offered thesepideas were very pleasing for ttace and btk profits bapkpet and use their armies, but countries didn't want the Depression? ;
' i dropped; they had to fire the people expense of a war during the Depression. The only P ' _ \
* |n a dictatorship the state (government] runs workers; people became could not afford sanctions the League could impose were economic. 2 Why were people more likely to support extremist
everything. This meant that they were more likely to more and more desperate to buy luxuries However, in a time of economic crisis countries governments during the Depression?
take care of people such as the unemployed. % Vi T ! = 7 N weren't willing to stop trading with others, as this 3 Why were these governments more likely to cause
; ict?
e They promised to take land by force so that their - ke ~ - d :'ouid create more unemployment and hurt their L conflict? )
populations would have space, food and resources. ,P Political parties with wn people.
. L Helr governments extreme ideas (like PR
 They used the promise of victories in wars overseas and looked for strong the Nazis) came to ci.,ice Questmn
to distract people from their problems at home. leaders who could help e, BromiSE T
Such vic.tories would resto're national pride and thg their countries recover make ,their countries Study Sources A and B. How useful are Sources A
population would support its government more. This & X = ~ strong again and B to a historian studying the impact of the Your answer to this question should be a piece of
meant that dictators such as Mussolini and Hitler L Y Depression on Germany? Explain your answer extended writing in which you explain both sides of

started to look at expanding their borders.  —

Countries were too busy dealing with their own

the argument before reaching and explaining a final

using Sources A and B and your contextual
12 judgement.

knowledge.

problems to support the League of Nations
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The League of Nations faced one of its biggest tests so far

in September 1931, when the Japanese army staged the
Mukden Incident; they set off a bomb on a railway that

they owned in China, blamed the Chinese, and used it as

an excuse to invade the region of Manchuria in China. They
set the area up as an independent Japanese state called
Manchukuo. As a permanent member of the League’s Council
Japan should have been committed to the Covenant and

Obhjectives

P> Explain why Japan wanted
to control Manchuria.

P> Outline the methods the
Japanese army used to take
over this area.

ensuring world peace, so what went wrong? Why did this

great power turn to war?

Where is Manchuria?

Manchuria is a region of China on the north-eastern
coast. It's an area that is rich in natural resources

such as coal and iron ore, and countries like Japan and
Russia had factories there in the 1930s. The Japanese
government had a policy of friendship towards the area
because of this.

In the 1930s China was divided and weak. The country
was split into many regions, often run by local warlords
who ignored the national government.

¥ N A map showing the location of Manchuria

) 7 !
USSR e ST Manchuria |
- 4 occupied by |\
TN e =" Japan 1931 |

shiabin g
Japan Hokkaido

Honshu

MONGOLIA

okyo  Pacific
Ocean

|
¢ Japanese expansion

-------- South Manchurian railway |

Why did Japan want Manchuria?

Japan was suffering in the Great Depression. Much of its
economy was based on exporting silk to rich countries
like the USA. However, silk is a luxury item, and people
cut back on luxuries when their families were starving.
So Japanese industry was in decline and many people
were unemployed. By 1932 silk was worth one fifth

of what it had been sold for in the early 1920s and
production and employment had fallen by 30 per cent
by 1931.

Japan is made up of small islands, with very little open
space and few natural resources. Therefore, when

the Great Depressian hit, Japan had to start looking
elsewhere for its resources. Manchuria, with its fertile
farmland, industry and natural resources, seemed like a
good place to invade because:

e Manchuria is geographically close to Japan.

s Japan already had large industries, the South
Manchurian Railway, and an army known as the
Kwantung Army in the area. This foothold would
make invasion easier.

e There was a history of confusion about who owned
the area. Russia, Japan and China had all claimed
itin the past. In 1931 it was ruled by a Chinese
warlord, but his power was weakening.

e Japan was scared that China might kick out
Japanese industry.

e Japan had fought a war against Russia in 1905.
Taking over this land would upset their old enemies
as well as distract the Japanese people from
domestic problems.

e The Japanese army was getting stronger and
stronger. After the Washington Naval Agreement in
1922, when Japanese politicians had agreed that
Japan would have a smaller navy than Britain or
the USA, Japanese generals felt that they could no
longer trust their politicians to protect their country.
They started acting without instructions from the
government: in 1928 they assassinated the warlord
of Manchuria. They thought the government’s policy

of friendship with Manchuria was wrong and
that they should invade the area and take full
control. The people of Japan were desperate
for sorne good news and started supporting
the army in the hope that Japan would
become strong again.

o The Japanese army had murdered its prime
ministerin 1932, and the government then
became dominated by army generals who
could force them to take moare aggressive

actions; the politicians were scared of the army.

The Mukden Incident

The Japanese army wanted to take over
Manchuria. Here’'s how they found an excuse
to attack...

V 1. 18 September 1931 there was an explosion on
the South Manchurian Railway. The Japanese army
claimed that the train had been attacked by Chinese
soldiers, who had also shot at the railway guards.

Where was Manchuria?

Why had counties like Japan, Russia and China all
wanted to own Manchuria in the past?

3 Write a memo from a general in the Japanese army in
1933 to the prime minister of Japan explaining why you
think it's a good idea to invade Manchuria.

4 Describe the Mukden incident in no more than 150 words.
5 Many historians believe that there was no explosion on the
South Manchurian Railway on the night of 18 September

1931. Or that if there was, it was not set off by the Chinese.
Who might have staged this incident and why?

While most historians say the Second World War started in

1939 when Hitler invaded Poland, some take the date as
July 1937 when, having successfully invaded Manchuria,
Japan launched an invasion on the rest of China.

< 2. The Chinese

with the invasion.

A 3.The Kwantung army used
the events as an excuse to take
over Manchuria.

denied this. They said
that all their soldiers had
been asleep at the time.

P~ 4. The people of
Japan were delighted
with this victory and
celebrated openly in the
streets. The government
wasn't happy, but had
no choice but to go along

P> 5./n 1932 Japan renamed Manchuria
Manchukuo. They put Pu Yi, an ex-Chinese
emperor who had been thrown out of power
in 1911, in charge as a puppet ruler. This
meant Japan could control him.




How did the League react to
the Manchurian crisis? i

18SepThe  Jan Japan invade Shanghai in China Feb In a special meeting Jul Japan

b Ehina found thatd had i f e : Mugden Feb Most of Manchuria under Japanese control of the League of Nations, starta full-
en 1-na ound that Japan had invade W——" o'bject'.l.ves Incident Mar China turns to the League of Nations for help Ja?pan is ordered to scale invasion
Manchuria they turned to the League of Nations to ; - I g withdraw from Manchuria of China
5 A 5 E i ; ., or
investigate. It looked like a clear case of aggression: » Describe the League of Nations reppm ytionarrives in Manchuriato starthis — japan leaves the League of
Japan had invaded Manchuria and was in the wrong. reaction to the Manchurian crisis. . , . Nations and invades Jehol
: Oct The Lytton Report is published, condemning
One of the n'tost powerful members of the League » Evaluate how much the Manchurian : Japan
had undermined the covenant. What would the crisis damaged the League's reputation.
League do next? S =

RTE—— ' . a base to invade the rest of the country in 1937 By 1938 most
major Chinese cities were controlled by the Japanese army.

trading with Japan. However, Japan’s main trade partner was
the USA, which was not a member of the League.

1 Explain why the League was not keen to
be involved in the Manchurian crisis.

Why was the League

reluctant to act? The end of the League?

The League had failed. One of its own members had ignared the
Covenant and acted with aggression. The League had acted
aggression, the League did not want a hig slowly and had, ultimately, achieved nothing. And yet the long-
fight. Many people felt that Japan owned term damage to the League was limited; many people believed
Manchuria and was entitled to take control - So what did the League do? that if there was a problem involving European countries, the
the Chinese had even agreed in treaties that League would still be able to deal with it.

2 Why did the following mean that
the League could not deal with the
Japanese invasion of Manchuria?
a The League would stop aggression
by issuing moral condemnation
and/or economic sanctions.

* The nearest powerful country to Manchuria was the USSR, but
since it had not been allowed to join the League of Nations it
could not be called upon to help.

e Although it was a clear case of Japanese

The League put together a Commission of Inquiry, led by a

Japan had economic rights in the region. " e
¥-3 g g Bnusﬁ politician named Lord Lytton. Lytton went to the area, At the time, many people did not see the failure of the League b Not every powerful country was a

e China and Japan were far removed frgm the Investigated what had happened, and put together the Lytton in Manchuria as a ‘fatal blow’. The League had, however, failed member of the League.

League's headquarters in Geneya,_Swnzerland. Report, which was published in [).ctober 1932. It contl:luded what to stop an act of war, and in Italy and Germany Mussolini and ¢ The League was based in Europe.

Britain and France felt that the incident was people already knew: Japan was in th? wrong, Even if there had Hitler began to wonder how they might be able to get around the d The League’s Council could veto

simply too far away to be of real concern. heen an attack on the South Manchurian Railway, Japan had League, too. any decision. Permanent members
overreacted and should not have invaded.

» Japan had been a powerful member of the Of_th‘_f League were France, Italy,
League. The Japanese claimed that the The League’s findings were official but Japan still ignored them V ELTEEAEN From a letter from the Master of Peterhouse, L Britain‘and Japan, J
Chinese had attacked them first; there was and left the League. In February 1933 the Japanese invaded Cambridge University, to his friend John Simon, the British Foreign
so much confusion about the episode that Jehol, another Chinese region. They then used these two areas as Secretary ”933}:
many people chose to believe the

. I know this sounds all wrong, perhaps immoral,
JBPQ”?SE version of ENERtES0 that V ELEFN ‘Trial by Geneva’; the judges represent the League of Nations, & Lg g ?N oL et i
they didn't have to get involved. and lawyers are frantically reading the Lytton Report; Japan, not intimidated, P outing the League of Nations, but: Some historians think that the Mukden
i ; Incid
* China’s politics were disorganised. is pulling faces - (1) she was greatly provoked, neldent wasstaged oy the. apanese, sy that
7 = 3 NS they had an excuse to invade Manchuria,
Many members of the League felt that ; - o ;
) ) (8) she must ere long expand somewhere - for Research this idea. What evidence can you
it was a good thing that Japan was , .
goodness sake let (or rather encourage) her to find to support this theory?

trying to introduce order in the region.

do so there instead of Australia and
The League issued a moral condemnation
and told Japan to withdraw its troops, but
when Japan refused there was really very
little the League could do about it:

(3) her control of Manchuria means a real block
against Communist aggression.

e Members of the League could not afford
to send troops so far away to fight
someone else’s hattles. Indeed, Britain
and France were still facing depression.

Practice Quest;on

Study Source A. Source A opposes the League of { When answering a question about the opinion of a

Nations. How do you know? Explain your answer .| cartoon remember to support your explanation with
using Source A and your contextual knowledge. | evidence from the source and what you know about
4 marks the event.

e The League could issue economic

sanctions so that members would stop |1 N~ _- ; l:;;;"w';‘m“;w“iw::ﬂvgn&mnmﬁ
[ : P g St oW ND - |
k T 2 it At




Abyssinia?

After the First World War, the people of Italy turned against their
government, allowing a man named Benito Mussolini to seize
power in 1922. Then, in the early 1930s, the Depression hit Italy.
Italian factories and businesses closed and millions lost their
jobs. Mussolini searched for ways to build a ‘new Roman Empire’
and distract his people from hardship. In 1335 he invaded
Abyssinia in north-east Africa. Why did Mussolini choose this —

country and how did he invade it?

Where is Abyssinia?

Today, Abyssinia is called Ethiopia. It is on the north-
eastern coast of Africa. In 1935 it was surrounded by
British and French colonies, but Abyssinia itself was still
an independent country.

VSN North-east Africa in 1935

" —~ Yor] A
FRANGE Il
S

FRENCH EMPIRE
N. AFRICA

Key
— ltalian advance

[ ltalian territory

[ French territory

[ British territary or
strong British
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Why did Mussolini want
Abyssinia?
* As a Fascist dictator, Mussolini had promised

his peaple that he would rebuild the Ancient
Roman Empire. Britain and France had added

Why did Italy invade

Abyssinia in 1935-36.

Ob jectiv es

P State how Mussolini invaded

P Assess Mussolini's reasons
for the invasion of Abyssinia.

much of Africa to their own empires throughout
the nineteenth century, but Mussolini felt that
Abyssinia, as an independent nation, would be
an ideal target for an invasion. He didn’t think
that Britain and France could object when they

had so many colonies in this region themselves.

He thought the invasion would be easy because
Italy already owned small colonies bordering
Abyssinia: Eritrea and Somaliland. Mussolini
could build bases in these countries and launch
his attack from there.

Abyssinia could also be good for the Italian
ecanomy; it was rich in natural resources and
had good land for grazing animals.

In 1896 Italy had tried, and failed, to invade
Abyssinia. It had expected an easy victory
against an undeveloped country, but had faced
a humiliating defeat. Mussalini wanted revenge
and to restore national pride.

Mussolini was sure that he could invade
Abyssinia without the League of Nations taking
action. He had had dealings with the League
during the Corfu crisis in 1923, when it had
failed to stop him bullying Greece. He was also
made more confident by the League's failure in
Manchuria.

Mussalini was convinced that Britain and France

would not stop him from building an empire in
Africa. In 1935 they had signed an agreement
to form the Stresa Front, agreeing that they

would unite against Hitler. France was afraid that
Hitler might invade them and gave Mussolini the
impression that they would do anything to keep

Italy as an ally against Hitler.

'

How did Mussolini invade
Abyssinia?

Mussolini’s opportunity came in December 1934 when,
on Mussolini’s orders, Italian soldiers clashed with
Abyssinians at Wal Wal, an oasis on the border between
Abgssinia and Samaliland: 150 Abyssinians and two
ltalians were killed. The League tried to intervene,

but found it difficult to stop Mussaolini. Both Italy and
Abyssinia were members of the League, but Italy was
intent on war.

In January 1935 the French foreign minister, Pierre

| aval, met with Mussolini and made a number of secret
agreements. France promised Italy not to interfere in
Somaliland and Eritrea, and gave it land in Chad, but
Laval also promised to let Mussolini deal with Abyssinia
however he saw fit.

In spite of moral condemnation from the League,
Mussolini’s troops entered Abyssinia on 3 October 1935,
ltaly was a modern and advanced country with a large
army with the latest technology. The Italians bornbed the
tribal villages of Abyssinia and used chemical weapons
to terrorise the people into surrendering. The only
resistance they met was the small Abyssinian army,
some soldiers armed with nothing more than spears.

0n 30 June 1935 Haile Selassie, the Abyssinian
emperor, had addressed the League in Geneva; warning
it of the effect its failure to deal with Mussolini would
have. But the League did nothing when, an 5 May

1936, Italian troops took the Abyssinian capital, Addis
Ababa. The League of Nations had once again failed to
prevent one of its members from violating the Covenant.
From this point on many people’s faith in the League

of Nations was ruined and many historians claim that

it was no longer viewed as a serious peacekeeping
organisation.

Fascist Stresa Front Haile Selassie

V ELLUMR:] A Cartoon entitled ‘The Man who lifted the
Lid" by cartoonist David Low, published in a British newspaper
on 4 October 1935. The man pictured is Mussolini

1 Create a timeline showing the events that led to
the Abyssinian crisis of 1935-36.

2 Why did Mussolini think he would get away with
invading Abyssinia?
3 Look at Source B.
a What do you think the beast that Mussolini is
releasing represents?
b Is the cartoon praising or criticising the o
League of Nations? Explain your answer.

Haile Selassie is the title given to the leaders of Ethiopia.
The Haile Selassie who addressed the League of Nations
In 1936 was really called Ras (meaning ‘Duke’ or leader)

Tafari Makonnen Woldemikael. In Jamaica some people
believe that he was the Messiah [God living on the earth)
and started a religion named after him: Rastafarianism.

PZ{'.ide ‘Question

Write an account of how Mussolini’s invasion
of Abyssinia led to Italy leaving the League
of Nations. ;

Remember:

C — chronological order
C —causes
C — consequences




Mussolini’s invasion of Abyssinia was an act of aggression
carried out, once more, by a member of the League of
Nations. The League’s reputation had just about survived
the Manchurian crisis, but how would it fare now? This

time the issue was with a European power, so the League
could not say that it was too far away to be dealt with. Yet,
Mussolini’s troops faced no opposition as they marched into
Abyssinia’s capital, Addis Ababa. Why did the League fail to

How did the League respond tc
the Abyssinian crisis?

Ohjectives

P Explain why the League
of Nations failed to take
decisive action against
Mussolini.

p- Evaluate the collapse of the

v AN A British cartoon from 1939. Czechoslovakia and Poland were the
[ast two countries Hitler invaded before Britain and France declared war on him
in 1939

LEAGUE OF NATIONS
TRANSPORT

The end of the League

In May 1936 Italy left the League of
Nations. This left just Britain, France
and the USSR (which had joined in
1934] to run the League. However,
Britain and France had shown

that they were more interested in
their own welfare than protecting
the Covenant of the League. Many
historians say that from this time on
no one really respected the League
and its days as the international
police force had ended. Small
countries knew that the League

stop Mussolini?

Why did the League fail
in Abyssinia?

L League of Nations.

r
Trade sanctions against Italy

=
Failure to close the Suez Canal

The Suez Canal was built to connect the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea. It was
owned by the British and French and
meant that they could travel to Eastern
Africa or Asia without having to go
all the way around the Cape of Africa.
Britain and France could have closed
the canal to stop Mussolini moving
troops and supplies to invade Abyssinia,

Members of the League were forbidden from
importing Italian goods and from selling weapons
to Italy. However, it took two months to decide
what else to ban, and when the decision was made,
trade sanctions didn't include ail, steel, iron or coal.
The British were worried that banning the trade in
coal would cause unemployment in British mining
areas, and the League felt that banning oil was
pointless because countries like the USA and the
USSR would continue to supply Mussolini.

Mussolini later said that if coal and oil had been banned he would have had
to stop his invasion, as he needed these to fuel war machines such as tanks.J

but they didn't as they wanted to avoid
upsetting Mussolini. They were worried
that Mussolini would unite with Hitler

| s° they tried to keep him on their side,

o
The Hoare-Laval Pact

Britain and France sent their foreign
ministers, Pierre Laval and Samuel
Hoare, to come up with a settlement to
offer Italy. In December 1935 they met
in secret and agreed that Italy would be
given areas in Abyssinia. Abyssinia
would be reduced to half its size, and
the land it would keep would be mainly
mountain regions, while ltaly would
gain the fertile areas. This land was not theirs to give and they did
not discuss their plan with ltaly or Abyssinia.

Details of the Hoare-Laval Pact were leaked to the press, and
public outcry followed. The two politicians were forced to resign,
but the damage had been done: they had proved that Britain and
France were willing to undermine the League for their own self-

Linterest. -

Trade sanctions
| against Abyssinia

. well as to Italy. Abyssinia
- was left with nothing to

Mussolini's modern army.

—— Route to
Abyssinia
using the
Suez Canal

—— Alternative

route

The League banned
members from selling
arms to Abyssinia as

defend itself with against
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would not protect them from
invasion, and aggressive dictators
such as Mussolini and Hitler realised

v A speech by Anthony Eden, British foreign secretary; this

speech was given to parliament on 18 June 1936:
There was a very good reason for the League to
enforce the particular sanctions they chose, because
with an incomplete membership they were the only
ones they could impose and which by their own
action alone they could hope to see effective. Oil could
not be made effective by the League action alone.

I think it is right that the League should admit
that sanctions have not realised their purpose and
should face that fact.

v The British historian A.J.R Taylor writing in
1961 about the League’s failure during the Abyssinian crisis:
The real death of the League was 1935, not 1939 or
1945. One day it was a powerful body imposing
sanctions, seemingly more effective than ever
before; the next day it was an empty sham,
everyone scuttling from it as quickly as possible.
What killed the League was the publication of the
Hoare-Laval pact.

Many historians say that the League of Nations fell apart
‘aﬁer 1935. Can you research any examples of events it was
Involved in after this date?

that it was powerless to stop them
starting a war.

1 Why was the Suez Canal important and
why didn't Britain and France close it
during the Abyssinian crisis?

2 Why did trade sanctions against
Mussolini fail?

3 The Hoare-Laval Pact was never put into
action. Why, then, was it so significant?

Practice Ques

tion

Study Sources A and B. How useful are
Sources A and B for a historian studying
opinions about the collapse of the League of
Nations? Explain your answer using Sources A
and B and your contextual knowledge.

12 marks

A

Try to include an explanation of the views of
each source, an analysis of the provenance
of each source, and an overall judgment.

Do these two sources tell you everything
you need to know about the failure of the
League?




N
i u
wals the League Of Natlons v A British cartoon from Punch magazine in v Adapted from historian Norman

December 1918; it’s called ‘The Gap in the Bridge’ Lowe on the Wall Street Crash, writing in 1984:

| was pesiches sy
i r«e PRESIDEN Tosnl
u

deStlned to fail - | SO The crisis in the USA affected most Buropean

countries. Europe’s prosperity since 1924 had
much to do with American loans. The effects
were most serious in Germany where in 1931

At the end of the First World War, the Leagueof .
Nations was created to try to prevent another
devastating world war. Yet in 1939, just 20 years after
the Treaty of Versailles was signed, the world was
plunged into war again. The League of Nations was

a well-intentioned and ambitious experiment, but it
failed. What were the reasons for its failure? T E————— ¢ |

Ohjectives

B Summarise your ideas about Whg the unemployment was approaching four million,

League of Nations had failed by 1939.

P Evaluate the most significant cause of

but the effects in Britain were dramatic
enough.

V LA Historian A.J.P Taylor's verdict on
why the League of Nations failed, written in 1966:

N ; i
The ecgic Trade The Depression meant people What killed the League was the publication of
had no army sanctions turned to extremist dictators the Hoars-Laval Pact.
femrmaraatet L] 5 o
of its own. did NIDLWOTH. .. emm— such as Hitler and Mussolini,
because L who were keen to invade other
countries ' y B countries. Ultimately, this led
The League had could still 7 to the Second World War, as
some very trade with places such Hitler invaded more and more
e i i Ea s RN = 1.
and ideals — to stop < doing anything to stop him.
B :
war and make the 9 1 What was the most important reason why the
world a better place, for AT N\ m . League of Nations failed? Look at the reasons
g owerfu . : 2
example. However, it could be et ubmaraleonosmrtiis The League i given on page 50. Write them out onto sticky
argued that these plans were <athe Leagues sarictions wern; was notes, then work with a partner to put them
too ambitious and didn’t "e?”U Useless g slow to act in order of importance. Discuss your ideas
stand a chance of succeeding. : ) duri and explain to each other why you think some
i uring
the Manchurian crisis. factors were more important than others,
pemezie 2 a Inyour own words, sum up each of the
The Lealgue @ z2]3] 4 f reasons why the League of Nations was A
metonlyonce | ° 7 % 2 / weak and failed ;
IR ol A AR i British and Fren re : -
a year, the NEEIBBERE The Great Depress;on / The 3 o we b Now look at the Sources and Interpretations
Council could  [#]z[2]2] meant countries were - too worried about keeping on these pages. Can you match a source or
veto proposals, and decisions concerned with their Mussolini a5 an ally against an interprztgtiu'n to egach one of the reasons?
had to be unanimous. This own problems. Hitler to stop the Abyssinian _ : :
i : ; ; 3 Identify the reasons given for the League’s
made decision-making slow. invasion. : :
& failure, then give an event you would use for
each as evidence to prove this was a problem
™ g ’ ; for them.
The League's structure was complex and there weren't V m The ’?’5;‘;;‘;” HA.L.Fisher summing op:the - "
enough people to carry out decisions that were made. JTUETf 16 L eag e i = = —
= o 5
If the nations want peace, the League gives 5 Practice Questlon
. — ) them the way by which peace can be kept. _
America refused to join, and other e : | League or no League, a country which is ‘Structural weaknesses in The League of Nations Try to make sure you refer to a specific event to

powerful countries such as Germany
and the USSR were not allowed to
join when the League was formed.

support each argument. For example, if you're
talking about the lack of an army, make sure you
demonstrate a time when the League needed one.

‘ determined to have a war can always have it. when it was first set up were the main reasons it
- | Was doomed to fail. How far do you agree with this

Statement? Explain your answer.

marks
marks
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of peace in 19397

'Who was Hitler?

Adolf Hitler, the leader of the Nazi Party, promised to
solve German unemployment, which had reached nearly
six million by 1933, ‘Right the wrong of the Treaty of
Versailles’, and make Germany strong again. In the
midst of the Depression the people of Germany turned
to the Nazis, and so in 1933 Hitler became chancellor of
Germany.

Hitler identified a number of things he intended
to do in order to make Germany a world power
once more:

o Qverturn the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler felt that
the Treaty humiliated Germany and should
be abolished.

e Rearm to make Germany strong again and
to create jobs in munitions factories and the armed
forces.

o Take Lebensraum, living space in the east. The Treaty
of Versailles redistributed 13 per cent of German
land so Hitler wanted to make sure that Germans had
enough land to live on and to farm.

e Unite Volksdeutsche (people with German blood, but
without German citizenship) and create a Greater
Germany. Ten per cent of the German population
found themselves living outside Germany after 1919.

-Some had been badly treated by the countries they
were living in.

e Unite Germany and Austria once again in Anschluss.

e Destroy Communism. A Jewish man named Karl Marx
had developed the idea of Communism. Hitler hated
Jews and felt that they were ruining Germany, so he
believed that Communism would destroy Germany if
he did not destroy it first.

Adolf Hitler is probably the most infamous man in
history. For many historians he is the single most
important reason why the Second World War broke out in
1939. What steps did Hitler take that led to another war?
Was he solely responsible or should other people and
countries shoulder some of the blame for the collapse

p> Describe Hitler’s foreign policy.
» Explain why Hitler’s foreign policy
meant that peace was likely to
collapse in the 1930s.

Vv BN Hitler was a passionate public

speaker who used gestures to stir up his audience

v From a speech given by Hitler in November
1923. In it, Hitler talks of his hatred for the people who signed
the Treaty of Versailles, who had become known as the
‘November Criminals’

Now I am going to carry out the promise I
made five years ago... to neither rest nor sleep
until the November Criminals have been hurled
to the ground, until on the ruins of the pitiful
Germany of today has risen a Germany of
power and greatness.

In 1923 Hitler tried to overthrow the German
government and was sent to prison. While !
imprisoned he wrote a book called Mein Kampf, '
which means ‘My Struggle’. This became a global
bestseller. By the time Hitler killed himself in 1945,
he had earned around 7.8 million reichsmarks

(about $152 million in today’s money) from sales

of Mein Kampf. Today most of the money made

from sales of Mein Kampf is donated to charity.

¥ EEAA Adapted from Mein Kampf, published in two parts in 1925 and 1926: m

We turn our eyes to the lands of the East. It will be the duty of foreiannoiic
Germany's foreign policy to provide large spaces for the nourishment Lebensrau mg V?oiksgeu ol
and settlement of the growing population of Germany:. Greater Germany el

rearmament
V¥ ELEE From Mein Kampf:

Luftwaffe
Germany is the next great object of Bolshevism [Communism]. All
our strength is needed to raise up our nation once more and rescue
it from the embrace of the international python.

The steps to war

Why did these policies mean that Hitler was going to alarm other countries and
lead the whole world into war?

Lebensraum Hitler wanted land in the east. To get this he would have to invade countries in Eastern Europe. This

would be considered an act of war and other countries might try to protect the ones being invaded.

Rearmament Under the Treaty of Versailles Germany's military power was severely restricted and the Rhineland had

been demilitarised. Hitler wanted to introduce conscription and build a Luftwaffe (air force] to help
reduce unemployment and to make Germany strong again, but this broke international law the Treaty
of Versailles ) and other countries would become suspicious about why Germany needed a large army.
To build a Greater Germany Hitler planned to reclaim land that had been lost in the Treaty of Versailles.
He also planned to unite areas that were no longer German land but where Volksdeutsche were living
as part of Germany. However, it was unlikely that other countries would give up these regions without
a fight and once again Hitler was breaking international law.

Reunite German-
speaking people
and create a Greater
Germany

Destroy Communism | The USSR had a massive army and had begun to develop better relationships with Britain and France.

The USSR was also allied with many of the Eastern European countries that Hitler was targeting for
Lebensraum. Hitler was provoking a powerful nation that was bound to fight back.

1 Match the following words to their correct 2 It'simportant that you develop effective revision ~ §
definitions: techniques. Using an acronym can help youto .
Lebensraum e Another name for memorise things. For example, the acronym

Communism, a system ‘Naughty Elephants Squirt Water’ helps you

lkedattedhia of government in which remember the points of a compass: North, East,
everyone is considered equal South, West.
Ancchiiss * German term for ‘living space’ Come up with your own acronym to help you
« Book written by Hitler; the remember Hitler’s foreign policies.
Mein Kampf title means ‘My Struggle’ 3 Look at Sources B, C and D. Which of Hitler's
« Peaple of the German race foreign policies is each source about?
Bolshevism * Uniting Germany and Austria

Extension

If Hitler had achieved all of his foreign policy aims, what would the
advantages have been to Germany? Think about his motives — what
problems did Germany face after the Treaty of Versailles? Which of his policies
would solve each problem? How would this affect the people of Germany?




How did other countries react
to I-Iltler s f ore:g'n policies?

's easy for us to look back at the 19305 and aekwhg,
omeone didn’t do something to stop Hitler sooner. Hltler
alked about war often. He said that a war was needed
o reclaim some of the land in Europe that he thought
elonged to Germany. But at the time, some of the
nportant and powerful countries of the world did little

0 stop him. Let’s find out why....

itler made no secret of the fact that he wanted to rebuild
ermany and that he thought the way to do this was
wrough war. Britain, France, the USA and the USSR all
acted to Hitler’s actions differently. Why?

Obhjectives

P> Summarise how Britain, France, the
USSR and the USA reacted to Hitler.

P> Analyse why little action was taken

Britain

Neville Chamberlain was Britain’s prime minister fram
1937 to 1940. Hitler's speeches in the 1920s worried
the British government and people. But when Hitler
signed a non-aggression pact with Poland in 1934,
many British politicians were satisfied that Hitler
didn’t really want war after all.

Many British people remembered the horrors of the
First World War and would do anything to prevent
another, even if that meant turning a blind eye to
Hitler.

In November 1937 Chamberlain sent his friend, Lord
Halifax, to meet with Hitler. Halifax was tasked with
finding out what Hitler wanted. Chamberlain used the
term ‘appeasement’; this meant giving Hitler a little
of what he wanted in the hope of stopping a full-scale
war. This was Chamberlain’s policy until 1939.

Public opinion about the Treaty of Versailles had also
changed. Many felt that it was too harsh and that

¥ BTN Neville

Chamberlain (1869-1940]

Germany should be
allowed to reclaim
some of what had
been lost. This

would help Germany
become strong, which
could help stop the
expansion of the
Communist USSR, and
France, who Britain
feared were becoming
too powerful and
might start to
dominate Europe.

However, there were a few people who thought that
Britain should take a stronger stance against Hitler.
Winston Churchill believed that appeasement was
a mistake. Britain also signed the Stresa Front with
France and Italy in 1935, in which the three nations
promised to unite against the threat of Hitler.

In 1933 there was a by-election in Fulham East. This

should have been an easy win for the Conservative
candidate, but when he said he was in favour of
British rearmament opinion suddenly shifted and

the Labour candidate received 58 per cent of the
vote. This was seen by the government as proof
that Britain was pacifist, meaning that they did not
want war.

agamst Hitler bg these countries. |

(I'ra,nce

Edouard Daladier was president of France, for
much of the 1930s. The 1930s were a difficult
time for France. The people suffered greatly
in the Depression and some started rebelling
against the government. The government
found it difficult to concentrate on the threat
from Hitler with so many problems of their
own, and there was no way France could
have afforded to act against him without the
support of Britain.

V¥ B3] Edouard

Daladier [1884-1970)

~

-

The USSR
Joseph Stalin was the dictator of the Communist Stalin (1878—1953]
USSR. Communism was a very different political
system from that of most countries in the West
and because of this, the USSR’s international
relationships were often hostile. Stalin was
concerned about Hitler — who had promised to
destroy Communism — but he was also wary of
the USA, Britain and France.

Relations had started to improve in 1934 when
the USSR had finally been allowed to join the
League of Nations, and in May 1935 a treaty of mutual assistance was
signed with France, saying that the two countries would work together.
Stalin decided that it was worth cooperating with capitalist states if it

kmeant that Hitler’s expansion into the East could be stopped.

j
¥ IR Joseph

b

rrThe USA

Franklin Delano Roosevelt [or FDR for short],
came to power in 1932. Throughout the 1920s
America had followed a policy of isolationism,
avoiding getting involved in European affairs.
The 1930s were no different. Unemployment
had reached 25 per cent in the USA, following
the Wall Street Crash, so FDR focused on
creating jobs for his people.

Delano Roosevelt
[1882-1945)

A poll published in 1934 said that 70 per cent
of Americans felt that the USA should never
have got involved in the First World War and
that if there was a second world war the USA shouldn’t interfere. In the
1936 election FDR promised to keep America out of any war in Europe.

In 1938, FDR did try to get Hitler to promise that he would stop invading
countries, but Hitler did not take the request seriously.

There was little more that FDR could do, so the US government watched

\and quietly started preparing its armed forces.

ﬁ\
v BT Franklin
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appeasement pacifist capitalist

1 Outline each country’s
policy towards Hitler.

2 What was appeasement?

3 Why did Chamberlain follow
the policy of appeasement?

4 Explain why the USA wanted
to remain isolated from
Europe.

5 Why didn't France do more
to stop Hitler getting more

(

powerful? J

‘The main reason other g
countries failed toreactto =«
Hitler’s foreign policy was their
fear of war. How far do you
agree with this statement?
Explain your answer.

Plan your answer carefully.

Try to give two explanations
that prove the statement, then
explain two other factors that
contributed to them. Finally
explain your overall judgement|




German rearmament
aind the roadto walr 1 Copy out and complete the table below, to summarise Hitler's road

to war from 1933 to 1935 and to show which terms of the Treaty of
Versailles he violated in each event:

Practice Question

Write an account of how Hitler
broke the terms of the Treaty of
Versailles between 1933 and

1935, 8 marks

itler hated the Treaty of Versailles. He saiC

| Ohjectives
ermany lost the First World War he had broken down and

Date: Event: Whathappened? How did this break the Treaty of

Versailles?
ried and that he would stop at nothing to overturn this P Explain how Hitler broke the ‘
ated treaty. He was true to his word and as soon as he terms of the Treaty of Versailles —— .
ecame chancellor in 1933 he started to test how much he between 1933 and 1935. 2 Look at Source B. Why do you think this poster was created in 1935?

In a question that asks you to
write an account you need to

lan your answer carefully.
V B8} A German poster e ,

Make su i
published in 1935, just before the . ° e that Jouransweris
pleifscits Fithe Sa in chronological order and that

you make links between the

Use the source and your knowledge of events to explain your answer.

ould get away with. This set him firmly on the road to war. » Analyse why no one took action

to stop Hitler.

: | 1935 ;
1933 Hitler leaves the League of 1934 The Dollfuss Affair O i FaBsaribailie even.t;gou consider wherever
Nations Disarmament Conference Hitler was born in Austria, and Germany had been ruled by Austria for around 4 > P . &155! e. )
During the period 1932 to 1934 600 years. Many Austrians and Germans felt that the two countries shOl_Jld be one \thhqcsha;;\évzs a I’IC.h |ndtustthr|a:_area, f
the League of Nations held a and were outraged when Anschluss was forbidden in the Treaty of Versailles. { tI : f5en given Z eh e?gue 0 T,
Disarmament Conference. Hitler som s g % < s h & everturieihe ations | or g~ears under the Treaty ‘
said he would disarm, as long as Hitler's foreign policy |r?dud§d umtmgsllt'tf]ﬂksdetgic foann'toe with Ausfria of Versailles. This agreement was due April The Stresa Front
every other nation would too. If other Theagpanersailos, SoTkmssc sense ek fewodl b fon ' Eﬁ EXF’”EIm 1935 so a plebiscite (when The Stresa Front was an agreement
nations would not do this then he Aware of Hitler’s intentions, the Austrian chancellor, Dollfuss, banned the Nazi € people, “Et 'palltu:!ar?s, vote on a between Britain, France and Italy that
wanted to be allowed to have an Party in Austria. In 1934 Hitler responded by telling Austrian Nazis to create havoc ma\.:er]t:ai e d_"? decide V‘}'sho should stated that they would guarantee the terms
army equal in size to that of France. in the country. They murdered Dollfuss. However, Hitler's plot ultimately faih.ad. ﬁ?netm eec rif fttzznce ?1: t?rma”tg-d .gf{he Locarno Treaty, protect Austrian
France refused to cooperate. This because the Austrian army supparted the government and because Mussolini : _H_PGF ento dF;jpl ation vgl e independence and work together to stop
gave Hitler the excuse to storm out moved his troops onto the Austrian border, promising to stop Hitler's Anschluss. to reJU't“h‘ ermany and Hitler WadS anle Hitler from breaking any more terms of the
of the conference while claiming Hitler realised that his army was not yet strong enough to engage in war, so he szziethaltsg:r::;%-a:;)z;i?:se;r;o:}t; Treaty of Versailles. However, Hitler was not
that it was the French, and not backed down and claimed that the Austrian Nazi Party had acted alone. 3 ! < e LA L concerned by this agreement.

him, who were being unreasonable.
Germany then left the League

of Nations and so was no longer
expected to keep to its Covenant
and work to avoid war.

also gained rich coalfields which could
be used to power his industry and
build weapons ready for the future. J

Key Biography

1935 1935
Englebert Dollfuss March Rearmament June Anglo-German Naval Agreement
(1892-1934) At the ‘Freedon to Rearm Rally'in 1935 For some time peaple in Britain had felt that the Treaty of Versailles had
* Dollfuss became the Hitler showed off weapons and troops that been too harsh on Germany. In June 1935 Britain signed an agreement
Austtian Chancellor in 1932 he had secretly been building, He also with Germany saying that Hitler could build his navy to 35 per cent of the
. ’ announced that he was reintroducing size of the British one. When Germany offered to restrict the growth of its
he shut down s ; e & Y g
i March Tisa e consription (which he did in 1936), navy and respect Britain's naval supremacy it was too good an offer for
V B Lord Lothian, a British the parlla.ment arld banr.‘led expanding his army to one million men and Britain to decline. Britain also allowed Germany to build 45 per cent of the
politician, speaking in January 1935, just after the Austrian Nazi party in building a LUftyvaﬁfe [air force). This marked number of British submarines. Hitler saw this as Britain admitting that the
he returned from visiting Germany: order to become the Fascist the fact that Hitler was sure that he could Treaty of Versailles was unfair and that they could, therefore, ignore it. The
dictator of Austria. openly defy the Treaty of Versailles, without military terms of the Treaty were officially dead and, significantly, Britain
) . ) other countries stopping him. hadn't consulted France and Italy before signing thi t.
I am convinced that Hitler does not e Hemodslledhis dictatorshlp L™ g J y gning this agreemen
want war. What the Germans are on Mussolini in Italy and the
after is a strong army which will two became close allies.
enable them to deal with Russia.




The reoccupation of
the Rhineland

1 7 March 1936 Hitler marched 22,000 soldiers into the .
rineland, the demilitarised zone of Germany bordering
ance. This was banned by the Treaty of Versailles, which
rbade any German soldiers from going within 50 kilometres
‘the River Rhine. So the decision to send in the troops was a
liberate challenge to Versailles and a clear violation of the
eaty of Locarno. How would Britain and France respond?

Vhy did Hitler want troops in the
Vhineland?

[ELITGIEFN The location of the Rhineland, which was
militarised in the Treaty of Versailles

| Key

[7] Rhineland |

e Rhineland is the area around the River Rhine in
rmany. It borders France and the river itself makes a
tural defence against invasion. Under the terms of the
2aty of Versailles, the Rhineland remained in Germany
It troops, weapans or fortifications were not allowed in
e area.

tler knew that in order to gain Lebensraum in the
st-he would have to invade other countries. This

ould most likely provoke a response from countries
e Britain and France, so Hitler had to start defending
rmany’s borders in the west. The remilitarisation of
e Rhineland was key to this.

ntering the Rhineland

1935 France and the USSR signed the Franco-Soviet
ct, an agreement to support each other if either was
tacked by Germany. Hitler used this pact to claim that
rmany was under threat, having enemies on both the

Obhjectives

P> Outline why and how Hitler
remilitarised the Rhineland.

P Explain the motives behind the
reaction from other countries.

western and eastern fronts. He responded by sending
troops into the Rhineland on 7 March 1936.

The troops were greeted by civilians who gave them
flowers. Hitler had been relying on such a welcome;
many of the troops had arrived on hicycle and there was
no air support. Hitler knew that his army was still small,
and even instructed his generals that they were to
retreat if they were greeted by any resistance.

WV Bz =8 A photograph showing German troops
entering the Rhineland in March 1936

i = BT IR i
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Why didn't other countries react?

Britain

* Many Britons felt that Germany had the right to
protect their own borders, and so they shouldn’t
have to intervene.

= British troops were already busy dealing with the
Italian invasion of Abyssinia.

e The Depression hit Britain hard; the nation could
not afford to get involved in foreign affairs.

* Many people believed that Hitler was simply
reclaiming what was rightfully his.

V¥ EEEE Adapted from British politician Lord Lothian's
reaction to Hitler remilitarising the Rhineland, 1936:

After all, the Germans are only going into
their own back garden.

(France &)

* Politicians in France were busy fighting a general
election. No one wanted to be responsible for plunging
France into a war as this would lose them votes.

* Much of the French army had been moved to
Tunisia in case the situation in Abyssinia needed
intervention.

* French generals believed that the German army
entering the Rhineland was much larger and better
equipped than it actually was. They were not prepared

to risk their men.
NG £

- The League of Nations
* The League was concentrating its efforts on
Mussolini in Abyssinia.

v m This is what Hitler said about the events of
1936 when he looked back afterwards:

If the French had taken any action we would
have been easily defeated: our resistance would
have been over in a few days.

Could Hitler have been stopped?

Army generals had warned Hitler that if France
decided to uphold the Treaty of Versailles the German
army was not big enough to fight. Financial ministers
advised him that, if he failed, Germany would have

to pay crippling fines. Hitler simply was not in

the position to fight, so sending his men into the
Rhineland was a huge gamble.

Hitler's gamble pays off

The remilitarisation of the Rhineland was a significant
step in the road to war:

* Hitler grew confident that he could do as he pleased.
* Hitler turned his attention to considering how he might
getaround the other terms of the Treaty of Versailles,

such as the forbidden Anschiuss [union) with Austria.

T TTTRRRRREEEEEE S

remilitarisation

Britain and France started rearming,

France had treaties with several Eastern European

countries, saying that it would protect them from

Naziinvasion, but with the Rhineland strengthened,

France now turned its attention to its own defences.

e The relationship between France and Britain
was tested; the French felt that they could not
rely on Britain if they were invaded by Hitler. To
please France, Britain signed an agreement which
strengthened the Locarno Treaty by reaffirming
that they would protect each other, and Belgium, if
Germany attacked.

* Mussolini decided that Hitler was a force to be
reckoned with and agreed to sign a pact, the Rome—
Berlin Axis. The two also worked together to send
weapons to Spain, where there was a civil war. This
allowed Hitler to develop and test his weapons and
allow his men to gain experience of war,

* Hitler was now ready to defend his western borders, which

meant he could concentrate on Lebensraum in the East.

v m Adapted from Winston Churchill’s speech
in the House of Commons on 26 March 1936. Churchill was
an MP in 1936 but had previously been Chancellor of the
Exchequer (in charge of money] and Minister of Defence:
The violation of the Rhineland is serious from
the point of view of the menace to which it
exposes Holland, Belgium, and France. When it
is fortified it will be a barrier across Germany’s
front door, which will leave her free to sally
out eastward and southward by the back door.

[ 4
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Why was the Rhineland important to Hitler?

2 Look at Source B. Why do you think the soldiers
were given flowers?

3 Outline the events of 7 March 1936, when Hitler
remilitarised the Rhineland.

4 Look at Source E. How useful is this source
for explaining the significance of Hitler’s
remilitarisation of the Rhineland? J




Which countries
supported Hitler?

tler was a skilful politician who knewhow

portant it was to have allies to support him if

ar broke out. As a result, throughout the 1930s

 sought alliances with a number of different
untries. So which nations became allies of
rmany and why? And why did some countries
fuse to accept Germany'’s offer?

ad through the following lists of potential allies for
ler and examine the reasons why they did — or did

t —join forces with Germany in the years building up
the Second World War.

Potential ally: Britain

Hitler admired the British monarchy and many of
Britain’s traditions and values. He was very keen to
become allies and in 1936 he suggested a non-
aggression pact that would last for 25 years; Hitler
wanted the two countries to agree not to fight each
other if a war broke out.

Response

Some British politicians wanted to cooperate with
Hitler to avoid or postpone a war; they needed time
to rearm, raise funds and persuade the British
public that they had to fight, but they had no plan to
sign up to an official alliance.

In the Locarno Treaty Britain had agreed to support
Germany if France attacked, but this also said they
would support France if Germany were the aggressors.
After the remilitarisation of the Rhineland the British
strengthened their agreement with France and Belgium.

Potential ally: Italy

Hitler could see that he had many things in common
with Fascist Italy, yet Mussolini had prevented him
from invading Austria after the Dolfuss Affair in 1934.

Response

But by 1936 things had changed. Hitler and Mussolini
made the Rome-Berlin Axis. This was not a formal

P> Identity who Hitler wanted alliances with.

P> Explain how these alliances strengthened
Hitler's position.

Potential ally: Spain

In 1936 a bloody civil war had broken out in Spain
between a group of nationalist Fascists led by
General Franco and the democratic Republicans.

Hitler and Mussolini sent troops and weapons to help
Franco. Hitler had several reasons for doing this:

¢ He could test out new weapons such as his
Luftwaffe. His troops would also get experience
of fighting in a war.

e |f Franco won, Hitler would have gained an ally.

» The Communist USSR was supporting Franca’s
enemies, and Hitler had sworn to destroy
Communism. If the Republicans won in Spain
Hitler feared that this would become a strong
Communist state in the west. He was determined
not to let this happen.

Response

Franco was delighted to have two new strong allies.
By 1939 he was able to defeat the Republicans and
became the dictator of Spain. Much of his victory was
thanks to the support he received from the Nazis.

agreement, but the two countries said that they would
work more closely together.

Mussolini’s relationship with Britain and France had
suffered. Agreeing to work with Hitler meant that
Mussolini was no longer isolated in Europe and that
he could continue to rebuild a ‘new Roman empire’
safe in the knowledge that he had an ally if other
countries declared war in retaliation.

gl SOURCE A |

A poster by John
Heartfield — a German
Communist who made
photomontages (a
mixture of photographs
and paintings] that
criticised the Nazis.

The poster shows the
bombing of the Spanish
town of Guernica by
German planes in April,
1936. Many civilians
were killed and the
town was devastated.
The text reads 'This

is the heil they bring’.
‘Heil' refers to the salute
Naizs gave

pact

Potential allies: Italy and Japan

Italy, Japan and Germany entered talks to agree
a triple alliance between them. However, they
could not agree the focus of it: Japan wanted
the pact to focus on destroying the USSR while
Mussolini wanted it to be a pact against Britain
and France. Because of this disagreement,
Japan was not involved in agreeing the first
pact on 22 May 1939. Japanese relations with
the USSR had been strained ever since the
invasion of Manchuria.

Response

The formal name of this agreement was the Pact

(
Potential ally: Japan

In 1905 Japan had fought against the USSR and

countries. The Communist USSR had developed
the Comintern: a group dedicated to spreading
Communism. On 25 November 1936 Germany
and Japan signed the Anti-Comintern Pact, an

Response

By 1936 Japan had invaded much of China.
However, the Japanese military was aware that
China's giant neighbour, Russia, may step in to
support China at any time. In agreeing to this pa
with Hitler, Japan hoped that China would feel
threatened and surrender to Japan.

there was still rivalry and hatred between the two

agreement that they would work together against
Communism, which was later joined by Mussolini.

of Friendship and Alliance between Germany
and Italy, however Mussolini nicknamed it the
Pact of Steel; their armies would work together
in any war that broke out. Having Hitler on his
side was definitely an advantage for Mussolini,
especially as his relationship with Britain and
France was declining,

Japan joined the Pact of Steel in 1940, making
the three allies in the Second World War.

1 Copy and complete the table below:

Treaty/ Date: Who did Hitler
Event: L ELCET]
alliance with?

ct

Details:

When historians study the Second World War they refer
to Germany, Italy and Japan as the Axis Powers. Britain, 3

France and later the USA are known as the Allies.

2 Britain was happy to follow the policy of
appeasement with Germany, but did not make an
alliance with Hitler. Why do you think this was?

Think about what you have just learned and your
previous learning. Describe how Hitler’s position

Practice Question

Study Source A. Source A opposes
Hitler’s involvernent in the Spanish Civil
War. How do you know? Explain your
answer by using Source A and your
contextual knowledge,

in Europe had strengthened by 1936.

How do the wording and symbolism portray the Nazi
involvement in the Spanish Civil War as a negative thing? What
do you know about these events, or Hitler's motivations that can
explain why the creator of the source is against these actions?




, Anschluss with Austria, 1938

ler had already attempted to join Germany and Austria in
34. A strong Nazi Party, totally loyal to Hitler, existed in
stria and they had murdered the Austrian leader, Dollfuss,
ring an attempted takeover. One of the main reasons the
in had failed was that the Italian leader, Mussolini, stood
to Hitler because he was suspicious of him at this time,

t with the signing of the Anti-Comintern Pact and their

Objectives

P> Describe the reasons why Austria
was important to Hitler.

At i

P> Explain how Hitler achieved
Anschluss.

itual support for General Franco in the Spanish Civil War,

ler thought he'd try again.

Thy did Hitler want to unite
ith Austria?

stria had ruled Germany for 600 years, they had

vilar cultures and shared a language. They had united
he First World War and Hitler was born in Austria. He
 that the two countries belonged together and would
t rest until he had achieved Anschluss: the union of
rmany and Austria.

schluss could also get Hitler closer to fulfilling two
his foreign policy aims: uniting all German-speaking
ople in a Greater Germany and destroying the Treaty
Versailles in which Anschluss had been banned.

on after Hitler became chancellor of Germany in

34 he had tried to unite Germany and Austria. The
empt had failed because of Mussalini's actions. But
March 1938 relations between Hitler and Mussolini
re much improved. Following a lack of action

m Britain and France when he remilitarised the
ineland, Hitler was convinced that nothing would

w stand in his way.

In 1934 Dollfuss had been replaced by
Schuschnigg. Schuschnigg was worried about
what had happened to Bollfuss so made a deal
with the Nazis. They would support him and in
return he would give
them key positions
in the Austrian
government.

However, in January 1838 police raided the
headquarters of the Austrian Nazi Party and
discovered plans to overthrow
Schuschnigg. There were also
huge demonstrations against
the government, led by the
Austrian Nazis, in large towns

k like Vienna.

Panicked, Schuschnigg met with Hitler. He travelled
to Berchtesgaden, Hitler's mountain retreat in
Germany. Hitler included three Nazi generals in the
meeting to intimidate Schuschnigg. Schuschnigg
had little say over the terms that they ‘agreed’,
which included appointing a Nazi solicitor named
Seyss-Inquart as minister for the interior, with full
power over the Austrian police. Nazis were also

to take the roles of ministers of finance and war.
Schuschnigg was also to lift any restrictions on the
Nazi Party in Austria and release Nazis from prison.
Hitler told Schuschnigg to
sign the agreement and
make the changes within
three days, or he would B\
invade. S0

-

But Schuschnigg had a plan. He knew that Hitler
wanted to claim that the people of Austria supported
Anschluss, so he decided to hold a plebiscite to
allow the Austrian people to vote on the matter. If
people voted against Anschluss then Hitler would
lose his excuse to invade.

Pact

On 11 March 1938 Hitler demanded that the
plebiscite be postponed. Schuschnigg agreed,
fearing he would not be supported by Britain,
France or Italy if he defied Hitler. Hitler forced
Schuschnigg to resign and made sure that Seyss-
Inquart took over as chancellor. At 8pm that same
day, Seyss-Inquart became chancellor and he
immediately claimed that Austria was in a state of
chaos and requested German help to restore peace.

On 12 March Nazi troops invaded Austria. However,
the invasion was badly planned, with tanks having
to stop at Austrian petrol stations to fill up with
fuel, and commanders using tourist guides to find
their way to the capital, Vienna! Not a single drop
of blood was shed and people cheered for the
troops as they entered towns
giving gifts and flowers to the
soldiers. Mussolini stayed
true to the Anti-Comintern

L]

and did not oppose the

e ) Anschluss.

?{Jn 10 April Hitler held the
a heavy presence from Nazi

favour of the Anschluss.

plebiscite that he had discussed
with Seyss-Inquart. There was

‘'stormtroopers’ and unsurprisingly
99 per cent of Austrians voted in

V BTN Kurt

Schuschnigg (1897-1977);
Austrian chancellor, 1934—38

A4l SOURCE B il
Seyss—Inquart (1892—-1946);
Nazi palitician; appointed
minister for the interior in

a deal between Hitler and
Schuschnigg and became
chancellor during Anschluss
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Fihrer

V¥ EILEEA The voting card used during the plebiscite in
April 1938. The writing asks people whether they agree to the
Anschluss and accept Hitler as their Fiihrer. The large circle
says ‘yes’ next to it and the small one says ‘no’
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‘Bnlhsabiﬁmmun?unh ®rofdentider ERcicI)stug;

Stimmgzettel

Bift Du mit der am 13. Widra 1938 vollzogenen

Wiebervereinigung ﬁﬁer:eiclljs mit dem Deutjchen Reich

cinverjtanbden und ftimmft Du fiir die Lifte unferes Fiihrers

Adolf Hitler? -
Sa

Tein,

()

1 Explain the reasons why Hitler wanted Anschluss.

2 Hitler had tried to unite with Austria in 1934
and failed. Why did he think things would be
different in 19387 &

3 Look at Source C. Do you think that the people
of Austria genuinely supported Anschluss?
Explain your answer using the source and your

own knowledge.

Write an account of how the Nazis achieved
Anschluss.

It's a good idea to plan your answer. You could write
four or five bullet points to help you summarise
the chain of events before you start your actual
answer. Try to show how one event led to another.




to Anschluss?

March 1938 Hitler had once again broken the

aty of Versailles when Germany united with
stria. He had already built up his armed forces
yond the levels permitted by the Treaty, and

nt German soldiers into the Rhineland, both of
ich were also banned by the Treaty. So how
uld the international community react to his
est actions? Would they now confront him over
s invasion?

ustria

e Germany in the Treaty of Versailles, Austria had lost
t of pride and land in the Treaty of Saint Germain.

a result of this treaty, the country had also faced
wkruptey in 1921 and the Great Depression left people
ling hungry and hopeless. People in Austria had
tched Hitler’s rise in Germany with interest and many
re delighted to unite with the Nazis, as they believed
t it might make Austria great again. Ninety-nine per
1t of Austrians voted in favour of Anschluss.

re was a dark side too. Austria was home to around
1,000 Jews, who knew that Anschluss marked a

v era of uncertainty and danger for them. As soon as
' Nazis invaded, anti-Semitic attacks took place on

- streets of Austria. Jews were arrested at random

1 imprisoned or forced to scrub the streets or public
ets with their sacred prayer cloths, Thousands of

vs left Austria as quickly as they could, fearing that
re was no future for them under Nazi control.

ermany

ler himself was so delighted with Anschluss that it
aid that he shed tears when the document making
.union legal was presented to him. Propaganda in
zi-controlled newspapers told of the chaos in Austria
hich had, of course, been started by Nazis under
ler's instructions] and of Seyss-Inquart’s request

t Hitler should save the day and restore order. To

ny Germans Hitler was the hero who saved Austria
m doom and despair.

‘many was made stronger and Hitler had made
ther step towards uniting German speakers and
1ting the wrongs of the Treaty of Versailles. Austria

How did people react

Ohjectives

P> Describe how different people reacted to
Anschluss.

P Assess how far Anschluss allowed Hitler to
achieve his foreign policy.

was also rich in natural resources such as steel and iron
ore, which could be used to fuel Nazi rearmament. In
Germany, Anschluss was a propaganda success which
led to heightened popularity for Hitler.

Britain

Most people in Britain felt that Austria and Germany
were essentially the same country and that therefore
they should be allowed to unite. There was opposition,
from people such as Winston Churchill, who believed
that if Austria wanted Anschluss, then Germany should
have negotiated it, rather than sending its troops in.
However, anti-war and anti-Versailles sentiments were
still held by the majority of the population, so there was
little appetite to get involved.

France

France had its own political problems that were seen as
more pressing then the fate of Austria. Just two days before
Hitler invaded Austria the whole French government had
resigned because of unrest caused by economic issues.

Czechoslovakia

The Czech government heard the news of Anschiuss
with great fear. They knew Hitler wanted Lebensraum

in the east and that Czechoslovakia would be the next
country to come under Nazi pressure. They turned

to Britain and France. The French were bound by a
previous treaty to protect Czech independence and
Britain felt that they should support their ally, France,
so both agreed that they would support Czechoslovakia
if Germany invaded. Chamberlain, the British prime
minister, was determined to find a peaceful solution and
asked Hitler what his intentions towards Czechoslovakia

were. Hitler gave his word of honour that Czechoslovakia
had nothing to fear from him... But could Chamberlain
really trust Hitler's word?

The League of Nations had been set up to stop
aggression, but it was not even consulted when
Hitler invaded Austria. It had well and truly ceased to
function as the world’s police force.

V BN A crowd of Austrians welcoming Nazi troops;
why do you think the people at the front are smiling and
saluting, while the people at the back look less enthusiastic?

v Susi Seitz, who was a leader in the Austrian
Hitler Youth in the 1930s and 1940s, was interviewed for the
BBC documentary The Nazis: A Warning from History in 1997,
Here she talks about meeting Hitler when he visited Austria
shortly after Anschluss had taken place:

I just looked at him [Hitler] and I saw
goodness. And in my heart I promised I will
be faithful to you. And I kept that promise.

¥V EIGEAA his poster on a building on Vienna in 1939
translates as ‘Common blood belongs together in one Reich’
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anti-Semitic Hitler youth

The consequences

Hitler now had access to the east, which was
important for acquiring Lebensraum.

The Austrian army of 100,000 men added strength
to German forces.

Austrian resources such as steel and iron ore
helped fuel Hitler's rearmament programme.

Germany now bordered western Czechoslovakia
on three sides... Hitler started plotting his next
invasion, confident that as no one had stopped him
yet again, he could do as he pleased.

1 How did Anschluss help Hitler to achieve his
foreign policy aims to:

a Unite German-speaking people in a Greater
Germany?

Overturn the Treaty of Versailles?
Rearm?

d Provide Lebensraum? (Be careful with
this one — Austria was not intended to be
Lebensraum, where else could Hitler now
take this from?)

2 Whydidn't Britain and France take action over
Anschluss?

.

3  Look at Source B. Why do you think some
Austrians were grateful to Hitler for Anschluss? J




, What was the Sudeten Crisis?

March 1938, Hitler had broken the Treaty of Versailles on several
asions, yet nothing had been done by any of the major powers
he League of Nations. Now Hitler decided to take things one
 further and invade a country which had very little to do with
many. His quest for Lebensraum meant he turned his gaze to
choslovakia. However, Czechoslovakia was a strong nation,

1 a big army and lots of defences on the border with Germany.

Obhjectives

P> Explain what Hitler's
demands were.

P Analyse why Hitler wanted
to take the Sudetenland.

ake it, Hitler would first have to take the border region, known
he Sudetenland. Why was this region so important to Hitler?

hy did Hitler target the
detenland?

rechoslovakia had been set up under the Treaty of
rsailles, which Hitler had promised to overturn.

> saw invading the Sudetenland as the first step
destroying Czechoslovakia and ‘righting’ another
rong’ of the Treaty of Versailles. Czechoslovakia had
big army and strong fortifications. The Sudetenland
as home to forts, railways and industries, which
uld all be used as part of Hitler's war effort in years
‘come: the area had many factories producing glass
d lignite (a type of coal), as well as the Skoda
ctory, which could be used to build tanks and

her weapons.

e Sudetenland was home to around three million
rman-speaking people. As a minority group (around
) per cent of the population], the German-speaking
idetens claimed that they had been persecuted by
e Czechs and used this as an excuse to start riots.
tler used this as an excuse; he needed to stepin to
ave' German speakers in the Sudetenland.

"N Amap showing the Sudetenland

e The Sudetenland was a good base from which to
launch an attack on Czechoslovakia. The area jutted
into Germany, which surrounded it on three sides,
Hitler thought that owning the Sudetenland would be
a good strategic move, making his eventual invasion
of the rest of Czechoslovakia easier.

Appeasement

Using similar tactics to those used in Austria, Nazis in

the Sudetenland started demonstrations to weaken the
government. [n May 1938 Hitler made it clear that he
would fight for the region, claiming that German-speaking
people were being treated badly by Czechs and needed
protection. As tensions rose, Europe held its breath. Having
seen the devastating bombing campaigns of the Spanish
Civil War, people were petrified that war could break out
on the continent and that civilians would become the
target of the Luftwaffe. Politicians in Britain and France
racked their brains to find a way to stop Hitler invading the
Sudetenland, knowing that if he did, Britain and France
could be obliged to protect Czechoslovakia and

declare war.

©PRAGUE
BOHEMIA

MORAVIA
CZECHQSLOVAKIA

SLOVAKIA

Key

SUDETENLAND: Czech territory ceded to Germany
at Munich, 30 September 1938

Czech territory given to Hungary by Germany and

POLAND Italy at Vienna, 2 October 1938

. Czech territory annexed by Poland, 1 November 1938

0On 15 September 1938, the British prime minister, Neville
Chamberlain, flew to Berchtesgaden, Hitler's holiday home in
the German mountains, to meet with the Fihrer. Hitler told

- Chamberlain that the crisis could only be resolved if he was
allowed the Sudetenland. Chamberlain was desperate to
avoid war and agreed, so long as all actions were peaceful.
Chamberlain's actions are known as ‘appeasement’ — the

Key Biography

Neville
Chamberlain
(1869-194.0)

e Neville Chamberlain was
born in Birmingham. His
father was a politician
and his half-brother,
Austen, also held many positions within
Conservative governments of the early twentieth
century.

* In 1915 Chamberlain became lord mayor of
Birmingham and in 1918 he entered the House of
Commons as the Conservative MP for Birmingham.

e Chamberlain became chancellor of the exchequer
in 1923 and minister of health in 1924.

* He became prime minister in 1937 and followed
the policy of appeasement to avoid war with Hitler.

N

V¥ B8] From the Italian magazine lllustrazione del
Popolo, 9 October 1938

- S

desire to avoid war by making concessions (giving things up)
to others. Chamberlain then met with the Czechs and forced
them to agree to Hitler’s terms.

On 22 September 1338 Chamberlain returned to Germany
and met Hitler at Bad Godsberg, a town in western
Germany. Hitler changed his demands. He now wanted the
Sudetenland to be handed over by 1 October and insisted
that Hungary and Poland should also receive Czech land.

This was not what Chamberlain had agreed to. Hitler was
demanding more and more and war seemed to loom
over Europe...

V¥ EEHAA Adapted from a speech given by Hitler to the
people of Berlin, 1938:

We are not interested in breaking peace. I am
thankful to Mr Chamberlain for all his trouble
and I assured him that the German people
want nothing but peace, but I also declared that
I cannot go beyond the limits of our patience. I
further assured him, and I repeat here, that if
this problem is solved, there will be no further
territorial problems in Europe for Germany.

1 Create a fact file explaining why the Sudetenland
and Czechoslovakia were the next areas that
Hitler wanted to invade.

2 Create a cartoon strip showing Chamberlain’s
efforts to appease Hitler in September 1938.

3 Look at Source C. Do you think that
Chamberlain was right to appease Hitler over
the Sudeten Crisis?

e Question

Practic

Study Sources B and C. How useful are Sources B
and C to a historian studying why Britain allowed
Hitler to take the Sudetenland? Explain your
answer using Sources B and C and your contextual

knowledge. [ 12 marks |

i

Use your own knowledge to explain what each source
is about, but also assess the provenance to see if there
are limitations.
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Why was Chamberlain
so hopeful of peace in
our time?

Chamberlain’s negotiations with Hitler seemed to be
going nowhere and war looked certain to envelop Europe.
Realising this, Mussolini suggested that the leaders

of Germany, Britain, France and Italy should meet and
discuss Czechoslovakia’s borders, in the hope that this B Assess why the invasion of
would stop the imminent conflict. On 29 September 1938 Czechoslovakia was significant.
the four great powers of Europe signed an agreement at e e i A s S i,
the Munich Conference.

Objectives

P> Explain whatwas decided at the ;
Munich Conference. '

Germany, and to accept Hitler's demands. As a result,
they felt that they were able to say that they had
prevented war and that Czechoslovakia’s borders were
safe, as Hitler promised that he would respect them.
Britain and France claimed that they had upheld their
promise to Czechoslovakia to protect it from Hitler. In
actual fact, Hitler had got everything he had demanded
and on 10 October 1938 he marched his troops into
the Sudetenland, an area that was not his, with no
international opposition, Without the Sudetenland’s
fortifications the Czechs were defenceless and they fell
to Nazi occupation.

What did Hitler demand?

Hitler's demands were the same as they were when he
met Chamberlain at Bad Godesberg:

* The Czechoslovakian army must leave the
Sudetenland and the area was to be handed aver
to Hitler.

* Hungary and Poland also wanted to claim land on
their borders with Czecholsovakia. Hitler demanded
that these claims be met.

e Hitler promised peace in Europe in return for the
Sudetenland.

How did other countries react
to Hitler's demands?

Chamberlain and Daladier, the French president, were
only too happy to attend the conference in Munich,

The Czech government had not been consulted and now
the people of the Sudetenland found themselves as the

newest members of Greater Germany. German Sudetens
greeted Nazi soldiers with flowers, just like Austrians

¥V I he terms that Hitler suggested at the Munich Conference

GERMANY

Kosice

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY ROMANIA

[ Territory of Czechoslovakia after the Munich Agreement
[] Territory annexed to Germany

[__| Territory annexed to Hungary

B Territory annexed to Poland

[] Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia (after 15 March 1939)
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had in March 1938. However, the Czechs were fearful
as the troops marched across their border. To them this
was a real invasion.

The USSR was also not consulted. Britain and France had
been trying to guarantee Soviet support in case of war,
but now Stalin felt betrayed and angry. On top of this,
Hitler was getting closer to countries that the USSR had
close relationships with in Eastern Europe. Stalin started
questioning what he could do to prevent invasion by
Hitler's forces and was convinced that that answer did
not lie in diplomacy with Britain and France, who were
losing a very powerful potential ally in the USSR.

Peace in our time?

In spite of all this Chamberlain claimed that the Munich
Conference was a great victory for Britain. The day after
the conference he met Hitler alone and the two of them
signed an Anglo-German declaration. They agreed that
they would never go to war against each other.

As Chamberlain stepped out of his private plane on his
return to Britain, he waved a copy of the Anglo-German
declaration in the air and declared that he had achieved
‘Peace in our time'. In Germany Hitler declared that
Europe could look forward to a peaceful Christmas
because of the Munich Agreement.

Why was the invasion of the rest
of Czechoslovakia significant?

¢ This was the first time Hitler invaded a country where
he had no claim. There were no German speakers in
Czechoslovakia outside of the Sudetenland and the
country had not been German prior to the Treaty of
Versailles. Britain and France could no longer hide

V B8 Chamberlain holding up the Anglo-German
delcaration

Vv B A British cartoon from 1938; why do

you think Hitler is dressed as Father Christmas?

“EURDPE CAN LOOK FORWARD TO A CHRISTMAS OF PEACE™//rise)

behind the claim that Hitler was simply taking what
was rightfully his.

» Czechoslovakia was a strong country; with support it
could have fought the Nazis, preventing a full-scale
world war, but this opportunity was lost.

e Britain and France had alienated the USSR and lost a
valuable ally against Hitler.

¢ Hitler completed his invasion of Czechoslovakia in
1939. He broke the promises that he had made at the
Munich Conference and to Chamberlain in the Anglo-
German declaration. Chamberlain had to admit that
his policy of appeasement had failed.

e Chamberlain promised Poland, which looked likely to
be Hitler's next target, that Britain would guarantee
its independence.

1 Create a fact file about the Munich Conference.

2 Some historians say that the Munich crisis was
more significant in the outbreak of war than
previous events such as the remilitarisation of
the Rhineland or Anschluss.

a Why do you think they believe this? Explain
why this meeting was so significant.

b Explain why other historians might disagree.
Which event do you think was the most

significant cause of war? J

Extension

What do historians think about Chamberlain?
Research how opinion about him changed. Was he

foolish to underestimate Hitler or was he cleverly
delaying a war?
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Throughout the 1920s Hitler claimed that he would make . -
Germany strong again by overturning the Treaty of Versailles,
reuniting German speakers in a Greater Germany and taking
Lebensraum. As soon as he became Germany’s leader

he began to do exactly this. To many it seemed that his
aggressive actions might soon lead to war. What were Britain
and France’s responses to Hitler’s actions up to 19387 And
why didn’t the two most powerful nations left in the League of
Nations do anything to stop him until it was too late?

How did Britain and France
react to Hitler's actions?

0Ob jectives

P> Recall the events that led to
the outbreak of the Second :
World War,

P> Analyse why Britain and p
France followed a policy of ‘
appeasement.

F Many people felt that Hitler could
be a strong ally and a buffer

against the Communist USSR and
he would need weapons to do this.
In addition, the Treaty of Versailles
had been unrealistic in its military
restrictions, so Germany should
be allowed to ignore it.

H The final straw! Britain
and France now realised
that appeasement was not
working and promised that
they would protect Polish
independence.

| No law was broken and it

was what the people of the
region voted for, so people
felt there was no need to do
anything.

G Chamberlain tried to stop Hitler and even met with
him. However, he was convinced that Hitler was a
reasonable politician and Chamberlain was determined
to use the policy of appeasement to stop innocent
people dying. He allowed Hitler to take this area
because his only alternative was to fight. At least Hitler
promised all action would be peaceful.

J Britain and France felt that
Hitler was just ‘marching
into his own back garden’,
and he should be allowed to
defend his borders.

K Britain and France felt
that any alliance that
was against the USSR

Hitler leaves the 13 January 7 March 12 March 15 March |
League of Nations People in the Remilitarisation of the Anschluss with After the Munich
Disarmament Saar vote to Rhineland Austria Agreement,
Conference " reioi itler i

rejoin Germany July September Hitler |nvad95.

. _ Czechoslovakia

March Hitler and Mussolini An agreement is

The Rearmament  support Franco in the reached in Munich

Rally Spanish Civil War which allows ‘

18 Jutia QEtsbis Hitler to have the |

Anglo-German
Naval Agreement

The Rome—Berlin Axis

25 November
The Anti-Comintern Pact

Why didn't Britain or France do anything to stop Hitler?

A Britain knew Hitler was building
up his navy, so felt that if it
made an agreement with him
about how many ships he could
have, then at least it could have
some kind of cantrol over the
growth in order to retain its naval
supremacy,

but there wasn't much

they could do about this.

No one was prepared
to do anything about
the uniting of the two
countries.

B The Allies weren't happy,

D The French refused to
disarm, so there was
nothing anyone could do to
force Hitler to disarm.
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Sudetenland region
of Czechoslovakia

C The Allies were desperate not
to get dragged into a war, so
Britain and France didn’t get
involved. Hitler and Mussolini
hadn't declared the war, they
were just supporting Franco,
so it wasn't their fault,

Many people thought that they
were German people anyway, so
why bother to stop it. Plus 99 per
cent of people voted in favour of

Hitler (who was actually born in
Austria).

Appeasement is the term given to the way British
politicians, such as Chamberlain, dealt with Hitler in
the 1930s. The idea was that what Hitler was asking
for was reasonable, that Germany had been treated
badly in the Treaty of Versailles, and that Germany
should therefore be given some of the things Hitler
asked for. Chamberlain believed that once Germany
was given what it was entitled to, Hitler would stop
demanding things and war would be avoided.

had to be a good thing.

Extension

Some historians have said that appeasement was
an act of cowardice. What do you think? Research
what historians have said about appeasement and
how their views have changed over time.

'isi'aactiéé ‘Question

Write an account of how
Britain went about appeasing
Hitler in the 1930s.

1 How did Britain and France react to Hitler's
actions up to 19387 Match the statements Ato K
to the events in the timeline.

2 Copy the timeline, then colour-code the events
to show which of Hitler's foreign policy aims
each event helped him achieve. Don't forget to
add a key.

3 Work with a partner to make your own historical
‘who's who in history’ game. You'll each need
a set of cards with different individuals from
this topic written on them. Take it in turn to ask
each other questions, to work out who the other
person has. As you correctly guess each person,
turn their cards over. Who should you include?
Make sure you include Hitler, Chamberlain,
Churchill, Daladier, Mussolini, Dollfuss and
Franco.

This type of question asks you to explain causes and consequences.
However, you will also need to demonstrate your knowledge of events, so
for each reason you explain you should aim to give an example of an event
that provides evidence for the reason.




(&L Was appeasement a good idea?

During the late 1930s, the British followed a policy of

appeasement. This meant that the British government was
prepared to go to almost any lengths to avoid war. British-Prime
Minister Chamberlain's use of appeasement has been argued
about by lots of historians. Some support the policy, saying that
it was the only responsible thing to do at the time, while others
claim that if Britain and France had acted early on, while Hitler
was still weak, then a full-scale war could have been avoided.

Arguments for appeasement

There were several arguments for appeasement that
were made at the time:

v ELIGNFY From the Daily Express, 30

September 1938:

People of Britain, your children are safe.
Your husbands and sons will not march
to battle. If we must have a victor let
us choose Chamberlain. For the Prime
Minister’s conquests are mighty and
enduring — millions of happy homes and
hearts relieved of their burden.

Many people felt that the Treaty of Versailles had
been too harsh on Germany and that it was only fair
to allow Hitler to overturn parts of it. For example,
he should be allowed to rearm and remilitarise the
Rhineland, as Germany had been left vulnerable
when the army was limited to 100,000 men.

‘ The First World War was still fresh in the minds of

w the people of Europe. It is estimated that around
17 million people had been killed, including
Chamberlain's own son. Twenty million had been

\ wounded too. Chamberlain understood what it was
to lose a loved one and would do anything to avoid
other people having to face the same pain.

-
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Objectives

P> Analyse the arguments for
and against appeasement.
P Evaluate by making a
critical judgment about how
effective this policy was.

Hitler kept telling the British that he was a man of
peace. They believed him.

e
\

Many of Hitler’s actions gave the people what they |
wanted. Anschluss pleased 99 per cent of the
Austrian people, so it was democratically right to let
Hitler unite with Austria. \

The people of Britain simply did not want war. In
1934 the ‘Peace Ballot’ allowed everyone to vote
on how they felt Britain should handle aggressive
situations. The vast majority of people said that
they had faith in the League of Nations and
collective security and that military action should
not be taken by Britain.

When Chamberlain returned to Britain after the
Munich Agreement, he was greeted by the public as
a hero. They did not want war and Chamberlain had
to represent the desires of his people.

The Great Depression meant
that Britain and France could
not afford to fight. They had
their own problems to worry
about and ‘charity begins at
home'. Why should they deal
with other people’s problems
when they had starving and
unemployed people to look
after in their own countries?

~

4

The threat of Communism
worried many people much
more than Hitler did. A strong
Germany would stop the
spread of Communism from
the USSR, so Hitler needed to
be allowed to build up his army
and he had to be allowed to get
away with a few things to keep
him on side.

>

Britain simply wasn't ready to
fight. Rearmament did not start
until 1936 and it would take at
least four years for the army

to be ready for a full-scale war.
Britain needed to buy time.
Entering a war earlier on could
have meant that they lost.

-

\

?The USA signed two neutrality
acts in the 1930s, saying that
they would not get involved if
Europe went to war. Without
the support from such a
powerful country, and with
the League of Nations having
failed, Britain and France were
left to fend for themselves and
they did not have the money,
resources or will to fight, so
they did what they could.

®

W RellliW:] A British cartoon called *Still Hope’
from 1938; it shows Chamberlain flying to the Munich
Conference

STILL. HOPE

1 Choose a source that is in favour of appeasement. Explain how you
know that this is the author or artist’s viewpoint, using evidence
from the source and your own knowledge to support your ideas.

2 Create a poster in favour of appeasement; why should the people of
Britain support Chamberlain and his policy?

3 Study Source A. How useful is this source to a historian studying
why Britain followed the policy of appeasement during the 1930s?
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Arguments against a,ppea.seméntf ‘
While some people were able to justify the use ofappeasefh'en't';' many have
criticised the policy. Read their arguments and then decide what you think.

People misjudged Hitler. They
thought he was a reasonable
politician, but he had been saying
throughout the 1920s that the only
way to make Germany strong again
was to use violence; they should
have known better than to trust
him.

\

People missed opportunities to
stop Hitler. For example, his own
generals said that the army was
not strong enough to fight France
if it had wanted to stop him from
remilitarising the Rhineland. If
France had acted then Hitler would
have had to have backed down and
war may have been avoided.

o

The more Hitler was given the more
confident he grew and the more

he took. For example, when he was
‘given’ the Sudetenland he knew he
could then go on and take the rest
of Czechoslovakia. Churchill said
that the more Hitler was given the
more he would continue to ask for.
He felt that appeasement was a
coward’s way out.

~

. )
The appeasers forced Czechoslovakia to back down to Hitler

because they did not want to fight, yet Czechoslovakia was a strong
and modern country. With a little support Hitler could have

been stopped.
PP 2]

~
v Lord Halifax, in his memoirs from 1957, writes

that people who criticised events at the Munich Conference were

criticising the wrong event; he believed that the time to stop Hitler had

been when he remilitarised the Rhineland in 1936:

I have little doubt that if we had then told Hitler bluntly
to go back, his power for future and larger mischief
would have been broken. But there was no section of
British public opinion that would not have been directly
opposed to such action in 1936. To go to war with
Germany for walking into their own backyard, which
was how the British people saw it, at a time moreover
when you were actually discussing with them the dates
and conditions of their right to resume occupation,

was not the sort of thing people could understand. So
that moment which offered the last effective chance of
securing peace without war, went by.

Appeasement was morally wrong.
It left countries like Austria and
Czechoslovakia occupied by the
Nazis who treated people brutally
and with no mercy. Political games
should not have been played at the
expense of the lives of people in
these countries.
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Appeasement alienated the USSR; Stalin was worried that Hitler
might invade the USSR but did not feel that he could rely on Britain
and France for support if he did. Britain and France would need the
USSR if war broke out but their relationship was strained by the
policy of appeasement.

Key Biography

Joseph Stalin (1878 - 1953)

Joseph Stalin was the leader of Russia from 1929 until his death in
1953. During this time, he changed the country from an agricultural
to an industrial economy, but treated anyone who opposed or
questioned him with brutality. It is estimated that 10 million people
were murdered by Stalin’s regime.

v A British cartoon by David Low, from 1936; the
men Hitler is marching over are labelled ‘Spineless leaders of
democracy’ and on their backs it says ‘rearmament’, ‘Rhineland
remilitarisation’, ‘Danzig’ and on the final one, 'Boss of the
universe’

-t
e
o

<

V ELILEAE An American cartoon by Dr Seuss published
in 1941, after the war had broken out; the man on the island is
labelled ‘the appeaser’

‘Remember . . . One More Lollypop. and Then You All Go Home!’

satirical

1 Inyour own words, list at
least three arguments in
support of appeasement
and three arguments
against appeasement.

2 Match each cartoon to the
correct message:

a Leaders of Britain and
France are cowards
who will not stand up to
Hitler.

b Appeasers are foolish;
Hitler will keep
demanding more
because he sees he can
get away with things.

3 Match each cartoon to an
event. Look carefully at
the provenance to work
out what was happening
the year the cartoon was
published.

4 Do you think that
appeasement was a good
idea? Create your own
satirical cartoon that is
either for or against this

'Pi'aact;iée Question

‘The policy of appeasement was a mistake that led to the outbreak of the
Second World War. How far do you agree with this statement? Explain
your answer. 1

policy.

When you encounter this type
of question make sure you
explain arguments that agree
with the statement. You could
then explain the arguments
for the other side of the
debate. Give and justify your
final, critical judgment. Make
sure you check your spelling,
punctuation and grammar.
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@ The Nazi-Soviet Pact

7’8

Hitler had made no secret of his hatred for Communism.
His speeches were littered with references to destroying
Communism and squashing Stalin, the leader of the
Communist USSR. Yet in 1939 the two countries signed
the Nazi-Soviet Pact, making them allies. What led to this
unlikely friendship? Why did two mortal enemies turn to

each other in friendship?

Why did Germany want Poland?

By late 1938 Hitler had taken over both Austria and
Czechoslovakia. Poland was Hitler's next step in his

quest for Lebensraum.

In the hated Treaty of Versailles, areas of Germany had been

Ohjectives

P> Explain what the Nazi-Soviet
Pact was.

P> Analyse why Hitler and Stalin
signed an agreement when they
had previously been enemies.

Hitler could not risk Stalin intervening, so he sent his
foreign minister, Joachim von Ribbentrop, to make a

deal. If the USSR allowed Hitler to invade Poland, the

USSR would be given Polish territory. On 23 August

1939 a non-aggression pact was signed. It was called

given away to form the new state of Poland. Many Germans

lost their property or found themselves living outside
Germany. When Hitler camne to power he promised to
destroy the Treaty of Versailles, to reunite German-speaking
people, and to claim Lebensraum in the east. Invading
Poland would help him achieve all of these aims.

Furthermore, Hitler had grown confident. He had seen
Britain and France fail to take action against him as he
broke the terms of Versailles and felt that, even though
they had made agreements to protect Poland, they would

do nothing to stop him invading the country. Finally,
Poland had no natural frontiers, so would be easy to

attack.

However, Hitler still had a
problem... What would the USSR
do if he invaded Poland?

What was the
Nazi-Soviet Pact?

When Poland was created at the
end of the First World War it had
been made up of former German
and Russian territories. Both
countries despised the new state
and the USSR had immediately
started questioning its existence.
Stalin was determined to reclaim
this land and Hitler was concerned
about what Stalin would do if the
Germans invaded.
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the Nazi-Soviet Pact.

Why didn't the USSR trust
Britain and France?

During the First World War Russia had been allies with
Britain and France. Hitler had made many speeches
about how Russians were genetically inferior to
Germans, he'd murdered and imprisoned Communists
in Germany and had promised to destroy Communism.
So wouldn’t it have made more sense for Stalin to unite
with Britain and France against Hitler?

Vv IS Strange Bedfellows’ by British Cartoonist, Bert Thomas; published in a
British newspaper, 18 September 1939

V RLH:R An American cartoon from 1939. The caption says
‘Wonder how long the honeymoon will last ?’

By 1939 Stalin feared that he could no longer trust his old allies
for a number of reasons:

Stalin joined the League of Nations in 1934, but witnessed
how weak it was in the Manchuria, Abyssinia and Rhineland
crises. He lost faith in the League’s ability to protect Russia
from Hitler's threats.

In 1934 the USSR and France had signed an agreement stating
that France would protect Russia from German invasion. But
when Hitler remilitarised the Rhineland in 1936 France did
nothing. If the French wouldn’t stop an act of aggression on
their own doorstep then the USSR could not be sure that they
would do anything to protect anyone else.

Britain and France had followed a policy of appeasement
towards Germany in the 1930s. One of their justifications for
this was that Hitler could act as a barrier against Communism,
so should be allowed to rearm. Britain and France clearly
didn’t trust Stalin, so why should he turn to them?

In 1938 the Allies signed the Munich Agreement with Hitler.
Stalin was not invited or consulted. He lost any faith he had
left in these nations.

Lord Halifax, the foreign minister, and Chamberlain both
hated Communism, so when Stalin first invited them to
Russia for talks they declined. Then, when the situation in
Czechoslovakia worsened, the British decided they did need
the USSR on their side after all. In April 1939 British diplomats
were sent to the USSR in the hope of agreeing an alliance.

The names 'Russia’, 'Soviet Union" and 'USSR’ are often used
by writers and historians to describe the same place.

They were led by a man named Reginald Drax.
He travelled by boat, which was much slower
than travelling by plane. This made it look

like the British did not feel that the meeting
was important. When he arrived, Drax had

no authority to decide anything and had to
keep referring issues back to London, and the
meetings dragged on with very little being

decided. Halifax also questioned how powerful

the USSR's military really was.

The Polish people knew that the Russians
hated them and wanted their territory back, so
they said that they would not allow Russian
troops to be stationed in Poland to defend them
from Nazi invasion. This added to the culture of
mistrust between Russia and the Allies.

Hitler sent Ribbentrop, one of his most senior
Nazis, to meet with Stalin. Compared to Britain
and France ignoring him in Munich, Hitler
seemed to respect and value Stalin.

1 Explain why Hitler wanted to invade
Poland.

2 Explain why Stalin wanted to invade
Poland.

3 Inno more than 50 words, explain why
the USSR did not trust the British or the
French. '

4 Look at SourceA.
a Who are the ‘strange bedfellows'?
b Why does the gorilla have a knife?
¢ Whatis the meaning of this cartoon?

Source B opposes the Nazi-Soviet Pact.
How do you know? Explain your answer
by using Source B and your contextual

When you get a complex source like this
one you need to work out what the cartoon
symbolises. Try to answer the following
questions. Who is the bride? Who is the
groom? What does the caption mean? Why
would the cartoonist ask this question?
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Why did Russia sign the Nazi-Soviet Pact?

e Hitler and Stalin secretly agreed to split Poland between them. "~ *

Stalin could destroy Poland and reclaim land that had been taken
from Russia. He would gain territory in Poland and didn't have to
lift a finger to take it; Hitler would do all the fighting,

» Stalin did not really trust Hitler. He suspected that Hitler would
turn against him at some point (which he did, in 1941, when he
invaded Russia]. Signing this pact meant that he was able to buy
time, which allowed Russia to build up its army ready for war.

e The USSR could see that Britain and France would not stand up to
Hitler; they had not consulted Stalin over key issues such as the
Munich Agreement, and Chamberlain had insulted him by sending
a diplomat with no real power or status to negotiate an alliance.
Stalin felt isolated. Some Soviet historians have said that Stalin
had no choice but to agree to the pact. It was better to be allies
with Hitler than to be invaded by him.

Vv EEGESA Adapted from Chamberlain’s diary on 26 March 1939:

I must confess to the most profound mistrust of Russia.
I have no belief whatever in her ability to maintain an
effective offensive... and I distrust her motives, which
seem to me to have little connection with our ideas of
liberty, and to be concerned only with getting everyone
else by the ears. Moreover she is both hated and
suspected by many of the smaller states.

¥ EILEE Without the USSR as an ally Germany faced a war on two
fronts; France would attack in the west and the USSR would attack in the east

@ The Nazi-Soviet Pact

e Owning territory in Poland would create a
buffer zone, which would be useful if (and
when) Hitler did decide to invade Russia.

v m From a speech given by Stalin

in 1941, shortly after Hitler had invaded Russia;
he was speaking about why he had agreed to
the Nazi-Soviet Pact:

We secured peace for our country
for eighteen months, which enabled
us to make military preparations.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact: what
was in it for Germany?

During the First World War Germany had
fought a war on two fronts. The French and
British attacked from the west while Russia
attacked from the east. Germany had had
to divide its troops to fight in two different
directions, which had weakened the army
and ultimately led to defeat. Hitler was
determined not to make the same mistake.
He knew that, with every step he took
towards achieving his foreign policy, war
became more and more likely and Russia
was a vast country with an equally vast
army. He needed to take the Russians out of
the equation.

Significance of the pact

Some historians have said that the
Nazi-Soviet Pact made war inevitable.
Hitler now knew that he could invade
Poland without facing a war on

two fronts.

After Hitler had broken the Munich
Agreement and invaded
Czechoslovakia, Britain and

France realised that the policy of
appeasement was not working and
vowed to protect Poland if Hitler
invaded, which he now surely would.

The pact also meant that when war
did break out, Britain and France
would face Germany without the

Chapter9  The outbreak of war

support of Russia. The mighty Soviet army would instead side
with the Nazis, which meant that Hitler had the upper hand.

The pact persuaded Britain that war was imminent. They
formalised their previous agreement with Poland, If Hitler
invaded Poland, Britain would fight! Things were looking very
bleak for Europe indeed...

v [ECEHE By American cartoonist Herblock in 1939;
a bear is often used to symbolise the USSR

Hitler hated Communism and made no secret

of it. Research what he said about it and
consider what impact this may have had on
the Nazi-Soviet Pact.

Practice Question

Study Sources E and F. How useful are
these sources to a historian studying why
Russia

signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact? Explain your
answer using Sources E and F and your

contextual knowledge. MJ

First think about what you can find out
from these two sources. Use your own
knowledge to explain what each is about.
Then think about the provenance of the
sources: who made them? Do they give
you the full account? Then think about any
limitations that the sources have. What
don’t they tell us about? Finally, come

to an evaluation by reaching an overall
judgment. Are these sources useful, a little
useful or not at all useful?

1 Copy and complete the table below by colouring

in each statement to show whether it was a
a reason for either Hitler or Stalin to sign the b
Nazi-Soviet Pact. (Use two colours — one colour for c
Hitler's reasons for signing, and a second colour for

Stalin's reasons for signing.] d

3 Look at Source F.

Which famous fairy tale is being drawn on here?
What is Poland shown as?

What are the bear and wolf planning to do to
Poland?

How does this relate to the events you have
studied?

Britain and France would not
protect them; they needed a
new ally.

To prevent a war on two
fronts.

To give time to rearm.

Britain and France did not
seem to value them as
an ally.

Poland could provide
Lebensraum, but the USSR
might prevent this.

To gain territory, without
having to fight.

Poland could act as a buffer
to stop attacks from the west.

Poland had been created
from land taken from them at
the end of the First World War.

2 Explain why the Nazi-Soviet Pact meant that war
was more likely.

5
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The invasion of Poland and

YV ELILEEE The headline of an American newspaper on [l SOURCE D |

= f ‘ 3 September 1939 An American
th d 1 t SUNDAY 9 r : sus o cartoon by Herblock,
€ declaration oi war s The Coming Bullein_me > T
i England and France At War With Germany;  September 1939.
: : * ; . A . Apsychopath i
When the peace treaties were signed at the end of the First - Objectives Hitler Announces He's Leaving for Front s st
World War and the League of Nations was created, the aim ; R TRA i P;::nﬁm ms.::c -
was to prevent another world war. Throughout the 1930s both P Outline the events that led e I imatun Ps which can lead to
Britain and France followed policies of appeasement towards to the outbreak of the dangerous and
violent behaviour

aggressive dictators such as Hitler and Mussolini in the hope Second World War. : ;

that they could avoid a major conflict. But these measures - Explain sources, using your
failed. On 1 September 1939 Nazi troops entered Poland and own knowledge of events.
two days later the British and French declared war on Hitler's CL———— _-— .

Germany. The world was at war once more.

The invasion of Poland

Hitler was confident he could invade Poland with ease.
After signing the Nazi-Soviet Pact he had the might of
the USSR on his side and was convinced that Britain
and France would continue their policy of appeasement.
But Britain had signed an agreement with Poland,
guaranteeing it security from Nazi attack!

On 1 September 1939, at 4.45am, the Schleswig-
Holstein, a German battleship, opened fire on the port of
Danzig. Danzig had been made an independent state in
the Treaty of Versailles. Poland ran it, but 90 per cent of
the population was German.

At the same time 62 divisions of the German army and
1300 Luftwaffe aeroplanes invaded Poland. The Polish
air force was caught on the ground and obliterated.

V Rl =W Children from a Polish neighbourhood in
New York, USA, read about the Nazi invasion of Poland

V El{=8:] Bombed buildings in Warsaw, the capital
of Poland, in September 1939

War is declared

Hitler's generals were worried that they were still not
ready for war and even leaked plans to Britain in the
hope that it would force Hitler to abandon his plans.
Hitler ignored his generals’ concerns and made them
swear oaths of loyalty to him.

0On 3 September 1939, the British sent an ultimatum
to Germany. The Germans were to send assurances

to Britain that they would withdraw their troops from
Poland by 11am or Britain would be in a state of war
with Germany, and would send troops to Europe.

When no reply came by the deadline, Britain declared war
on Germany. France followed suit and also declared war.

Poland was overrun by Nazi and Soviet troops within
four weeks and Hitler was convinced that Britain and
France would back down. He was wrong. The Second
World War had started.

The Nazis occupied Poland until the end of the war in
1945. When they left, the USSR’s ‘Red army’ moved
in to help ‘liberate’ Poland, but in fact the USSR took

over Poland themselves. Poland did not become
independent again until 1989.

V EEEAE Adapted from Neville Chamberlain’s radio address to the British public at 11:15am, 3 September 1939:

This morning the British Ambassador in Berlin
handed the German Government a final note
stating that, unless we heard from them by

11 o’clock that they were prepared at once to
withdraw their troops from Poland, a state of
war would exist between us.

I have to tell you now that no such undertaking
has been received, and that consequently this
country is at war with Germany.

You can imagine what a bitter blow it is to me

that all my long struggle to win peace has failed.

Yet I cannot believe that there is anything more

1 Draw a cartoon storyboard outlining the
invasion of Poland and how Britain and
France responded.

2 Look at Source E. Do you agree with
Chamberlain that there was nothing
more he could do in his ‘long struggle to
win peace’?

3 Look at Source D. What do you think
Herblock is trying to say about the state of

L Europe in September 19397 i

or anything different that I could have done and
that would have been more successful. i

Up to the very last it would have been quite
possible to have arranged a peaceful and
honourable settlement between Germany and
Poland, but Hitler would not have it...

Now may God bless you all. May He defend

the right. It is the evil things that we shall be
fighting against — brute force, bad faith, injustice,
oppression and persecution — and against them I
am certain that the right will prevail.

‘The Nazi-Soviet pact was the main reason for the
outbreak of the Second World War in 1939." How far do

you agree with this statement?
Explain your answer.

'SPaG: 4 marks

[Taken from AQA 2016 Paper 1 specimen material |

Try to explain several reasons why you agree with the
statement and several reasons why you disagree with it.
Then reach an overall judgement and explain it.
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cause of the Second World War was. As
you've seen, the culprits include Hitler,
Chamberlain, Stalin and the League of
Nations. What, or whom, do you think
caused the Second World War?

The following

Obhjectives

Why did the Second World
War break out?

Historians disagree about what the main

» Summarise the causes of the Second World War.

e Expiain links between these causes.

P> Analyse which cause was the most significant.

diagram attempts to

summarise the main
causes of the Second
World War.

countries, which would

Some historians say that
Hitler hated Communism
and wanted to stop it by
controlling Russia. To do this
he would have to invade,
starting a war.

Meant Hitler
would have to invade

~
In Mein Kampf Hitler
said that the only way
to make Germany
strong again was to
fight to overturn the
Treaty of Versailles
and take Lebensraum.

84

Hitler was

Opportunities to stop
Hitler were missed,
such as when he
remilitarised the
Rhineland.

In 1961 British historian A.J.P. Taylor
published The Origins of the Second World
War. He disagreed with traditional views
that Hitler was the main cause of the

People all over Europe
were desperate to avoid

repeating the horrors of
the Second World War.

conflict. Instead, he argued that Hitler did
not really intend to start a large-scale war.

Appeasement

He also argued that Hitler’s foreign
policy did not make war inevitable. Taylor
believed that Hitler's policies were not
really any different to those of previous

Chamberlain
made a mistake

German leaders, the only difference was
\that his methods were more ruthless.

trusting Hitler.

P

The Munich

Politicians like

to blame,

Chamberlain were

1 a The mind-map shows six causes of
the Second World War. Rank them

Agreement alienated
Stalin who turned to
Hitler and signed the

Nazi-Soviet Pact. from most to least significant.
b Explain which factor you think

was the most significant.

to blame

start a war.
Hitler’s foreign policy
aims were to overturn the
Treaty of Versailles, create
a Greater Germany to
unite German-speaking
people and to acquire
Lebensraum.
_J
Failure in
Manchuria. |
l The failure of
the League
of Nations.
Showed that
the League
was weak. The
Abyssinian
crisis
Showed Britain
and France would
undermine the
League.
No army -
no action.
Showed acts of
aggression would
not be dealt with
effectively.
Chapter8  The outbreak of war

¢ Explain which factor you think
was the least significant.

Meant Hitler did
not have to face a

The Depression '

Desperate people
turned to dictators like
Hitler and Mussolini.

—

1

=

Desperate countries
were too preoccupied
with their own problems
to support the League
of Nations, so there
was less international
cooperation.

The League of Nations could not
afford to put effective economic
sanctions on aggressors.

l Pact

f The Nazi-Soviet

| Chamberlain were to blame for the
outbreak of the Second World War?

] war on two fronts. 2 How much do you think Stalin and
J

Meant Hitler

Extension

was backed up

by the USSR.

Allowed Hitler to
invade Poland, which
Britain and France had

promised to protect.

When you revise, you will need to ¢
memorise a lot of information. Experts
say that self-testing and trying to learn

things at least five times are the best
way of revising. Use the diagram on
these pages to create a set of revision
flashcards. Write out a statement or a
question on the front of each card and
\what you need to remember on the back.

e
Hitler promised to
‘Right the wrong

of theTreaty! |

-

Too harsh on
Germany.

5 |
TheTreatyof | Britain felt Hitler should be |
Versailles allowed to overturn the Treaty, %

| events such as Anschluss at first.

rTerritory was tak

Russia to create

e

Russia wanted this land
back and so signed the
Nazi-Soviet Pact.

so didn't intervene to prevent J

-
en from |
Poland.

Created new states such as
Czechoslovakia and Poland,

E where many Germans were
| living. Hitler was determined
to reunite these peoplein a
[ Greater Germany.
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