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Hornchurch High
School Values
At Hornchurch High School, learning is at the heart of our
community. We encourage ‘Excellence for All’ by prioritising
quality teaching and learning, mutual respect and a spirit of
aspiration amongst our students.
We very much value parental support and communication,
now more than ever, as we continue to improve and
expand. These key policies centre upon:
1. High Aspirations
2. Quality Teaching and Learning
3. Use of Knowledge Organisers
4. Promoting safe and happy pupils
Hornchurch High School continues to go from strength
to strength in terms of GCSE results and in upgrades for
ICT resources and the buildings. We have already received
several million pounds worth of investment, and we have
secured ongoing financial investment over the coming years
to develop the resources which are available to our students.

1. High Aspirations
At Hornchurch High School we set aspirational
targets for all our students. These are minimum
targets, and many students will exceed these. They
are based on SATS scores for English and Maths
which we receive from our students’ Primary/Junior
schools.
We also encourage students to have high aspirations
for themselves in terms of their behaviour for
learning (eg. attendance, uniform, time keeping and
attitude to learning in the classroom).
Our students are more likely to succeed if they and
their parents share the same high aspirations. We
therefore ask all parents to share in our vision of
all students becoming the best they can be, in all
aspects of their development. The prospect of a
shared vision is secured more easily if all stakeholders
have a clear outline of what is expected.

2. Quality Teaching and Learning
Our teachers plan carefully in advance to ensure
that high quality lessons are delivered effectively. All
lessons at Hornchurch High School are written well
in advance and feature in carefully planned units of
work.
All lessons must evidence the following:
� Clear learning objectives
� A knowledge phase, where students record key
pieces of information to facilitate new learning
� A practice, or consolidation phase where
students practice the new skill or use the
knowledge they have been given
� An assessment phase where the impact of the
lesson is evidenced

3. Use of Knowledge Organisers
Students are required to learn key pieces of
information as each unit of work is taught from
years 7-11. With this in mind, our teachers have
compiled booklets to accompany each subject’s units
of work, every half term from years 7-11.
These are known as knowledge organisers and are
a key feature of academic progress at Hornchurch
High School. There are six booklets for every year
group; one provided to support learning in each half
term. In years 7 and 8 each subject has one page of
A4 which summarises all the key facts, definitions,
or skills required. In years 9, 10 and 11 each subject
has two pages of A4 which summarise all the key
facts, definitions, or skills.
Students will receive both paper and electronic
copies of their knowledge organisers. Parents will be
sent an electronic copy via ParentMail, and a copy
will also be available to view on the school website.

4. Safe and Happy Students
Young people thrive when they feel safe and happy.
We are proud that our students are safe, and take
every opportunity to promote their happiness and
self-esteem. We value good manners mutual respect,
and the importance of recognising achievement
at every opportunity. Our school environment is
calm, orderly and respectful. Students are asked to
greet teachers with good manners, and teachers
are encouraged to speak to each student as an
individual as often as possible.
Competitions, quick quizzes, challenges and
showcases of excellent academic achievements are
celebrated frequently. Our students are encouraged
to be proud of their aspirations and achievements.
We encourage our students to develop their learning
outside of the classroom too, by engaging in our
extra-curricular provisions.

What does OFSTED say?
We had our last Ofsted inspection in January 2019
when the school was judged as ‘Good’ in all areas.
The report is very pleasing, and many of our practices
are seen to be exemplary.
Here are some quotes from the report:
ŷ All staff share the belief that ‘pupils come first’
ŷ Pupils’ behaviour is good
ŷ Leaders have high expectations of the quality of
teaching, learning and assessment
ŷ Staff know pupils well
ŷ Pupils value their education
ŷ The school is a calm, orderly and purposeful
learning environment

More Able
We pride ourselves on offering a range of bespoke
academic programmes that challenge and engage our
most gifted students.
Throughout the five-year programme, students
will develop critical thinking skills, self-belief and a
resilience that will help them to apply for the very best
colleges and universities.
Our Oxbridge programme allows our brightest
students to develop the skills, experience and belief to
apply to the best universities in the country.
Students will also get the chance to work with
corporate mentors, city businesses and top industry
professionals to develop a real-time understanding of
the world of work and careers.
These projects will offer opportunities for work
experience placements and access to a network of
useful career contacts.

Curriculum

Our staff

Our broad and balanced curriculum is tailored to make
sure students are stimulated and challenged to reach
their potential.

We have a dedicated, enthusiastic and hardworking
team of staff who love working at Hornchurch High
School.

It is focused around encouraging students to have
high expectations and high aspirations for the future
and to be fully equipped to meet the challenges of the
21st century.

They realise how lucky they are to work with polite,
respectful and ambitious young people with a genuine
thirst for learning and knowledge.

We believe every student has a talent and our
personalised approach to the curriculum benefits all
learners.

All lessons at Hornchurch High School are written well
in advance and feature in carefully planned units of
work.
Our staff share with families and the community a
common purpose which is to improve the lives and the
life chances of our young people.
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