
SMSC Statement – English 

Participation, creativity, reflection and independence are encouraged in all English 

lessons. The active learning approaches which underpin our teaching all contribute to 

our addressing of these areas. 

 

Social- discussion work (in pairs and larger groups): Oracy is crucial in our study of a 

range of literature- including novels, plays and poetry- and helps encourage the 

pupils’ development in SMSC areas. A range of skills enabling the pupils to work and 

socialise with others from different backgrounds and beliefs are encouraged and 

developed in many areas of our English Curriculum. Group work and communication 

skills are explicitly taught from Year 7 onwards. Pupils are engaged in the preparation 

and production of individual and group presentations on a whole range of topics, 

some involving role play. 

 

Moral- many of the texts that we study at both KS3 and KS4, deal with issues of right 

and wrong; the consequences of actions taken; and explore a number of moral, 

religious, cultural and ethical issues. Controversial topics are debated and discussed 

as part of our curriculum and the pupils are encouraged to listen and respond to 

differing viewpoints from their own. In addition, we give the pupils across the whole 

ability range opportunities to develop self-reliance and leadership skills. In addition, 

many of the texts that we study open the door to different cultures and beliefs.  

 

We have detailed and supportive methods of assessment and feedback. We actively 

encourage self and peer assessment which puts some responsibility for progress into 

the hands of the pupils themselves.  

 

Spiritual- enjoyment, imagination and creativity are paramount in the approaches of 

the English Department as evidenced in our Medium Term Plans and our continuing 

journey towards true pupil independence and challenging learning outcomes. 

Moreover, we have actively engaged with new technology; offering the opportunity 

for students to use a range of resources for their learning to this end.  

 

Cultural - Pupils are also enabled to widen their cultural experiences through theatre 

visits, author visits and links with local libraries and book shops. We also use filmic 

versions of texts to support the learning of our pupils, alongside audio performances 

of plays, novels and poems. 

 

 


